The  Case  for  Recalling  McGoldrick 


Commentary 

Paul  Kozakiewicz 


In  March,  a  dozen  community 
leaders  from  a  broad  cross-section 
of  the  community  gathered  for 
breakfast  at  the  Video  Cafe  on 
Geary  Boulevard.  The  topic  of 
discussion  was  the  district’s  su¬ 
pervisor,  Jake  McGoldrick,  and 
what  should  be  done  to  limit  the 
perceived  damage  the  supervisor 
was  doing  to  the  City  while  serv¬ 
ing  on  the  SF  Board  of 
Supervisors.  There  was  talk  of  re¬ 
calling  the  supervisor. 

In  light  of  that  meeting,  I  de¬ 
cided  to  take  a  good  look  at 
McGoldrick’s  record  since  he  got 
elected  in  November  2000.  The 


view  isn’t  pretty. 

The  supervi¬ 
sor  has  tried  to 
shut  Golden 
Gate  Park  roads 
on  Saturdays, 
despite  the  vot¬ 
ers  saying  twice 
to  not  do  so;  he 
has  used  his  influence  on  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  to  force  a 
radical  transportation  plan  on  the 
district,  one  that  could  hurt  local 
merchants  as  well  as  taking  away 
traffic  lanes  on  Geary  Boulevard 
(which  would  force  traffic  into 
surrounding  neighborhoods);  he 


has  proposed  legislation  that 
would  Manhattanize  the  City  and 
take  away  the  public’s  right  to 
public  debate  at  the  SF  Planning 
Commission;  and  he  has  taken  nu¬ 
merous  other  actions  that  are 
detrimental  to  the  people  of  the 
neighborhood. 


tUnlike  an 
election  where 
candidates  have 
a  clean  slate,  a 
recall  election 
looks  at  the 
record  of  the 
politician  being 
recalled.  There 

is  a  record  . . .  and  the  candidate 
being  recalled  needs  to  be  able  to 
defend  that  record. 

This  month,  I  will  start  to  look 
at  some  of  the  facts  concerning 
McGoldrick’s  record  at  City  Hall. 
In  May,  I  will  report  on  many 
more  facets  of  the  supervisor’s 


record,  including  his  positions 
concerning  quality  of  life  issues, 
such  as  fees,  fines  and  taxes.  I  will 
also  look  at  issues  important  to 
the  neighborhood  where  the  su¬ 
pervisor  was  a  no-show. 

According  to  the  SF  Registrar 
of  Voters,  the  signatures  of  10 
percent  of  the  registered  voters  in 
District  1  would  be  required  to  re¬ 
call  a  sitting  supervisor.  In  the 
Richmond  District,  that  means 
about  4,000  signatures  would  be 
needed  put  McGoldrick  on  the 
ballot.  If  he  were  to  be  recalled. 

Continued  on  page  4 
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Jay  Mercado  stands  in  front  of  a  recently  finished  work  in  his  California  Street  studio.  The  painting  is 
part  of  his  harvest  series.  For  more  information,  see  story  page  9. 


Plan  to  expand  housing  tax  rejected 


Perceptive  painter 


Supervisor's  plan  sent  back  to  SF  Planning  Dept.,  mayor's  office 


by  Paul  Kozakiewicz 

San  Francisco  Supervisor  Jake 
McGoldrick’s  effort  to  include 
buildings  with  2  to  4  units  into 
the  city’s  Inclusionary  Housing 
Fund  was  sent  back  to  the  draw¬ 
ing  board  after  a  raucous  meeting 
at  the  supervisor’s  Land  Use  and 
Economic  Development  Com¬ 
mittee  meeting  March  4. 

The  proposal  would  have  re¬ 
quired  contractors  who  build  two 
to  four-unit  buildings  to  offer 
some  of  the  units  at  below  mar¬ 
ket  rates  or  to  contribute  money 
into  the  housing  fund.  The  pro¬ 
posal  would  have  added  about 
$150,000  per  every  $1  million  in 
construction  costs  to  the  project. 

The  measure  would  have  af¬ 
fected  homeowners  who  want  to 
expand  their  properties  as  well. 
For  example,  the  owner  of  a  sin¬ 


gle-family  home  in  a  RH-2  zone 
(two  unit)  who  wanted  to  expand 
the  property  by  adding  another 
unit  would  have  to  pay  into  the 
fund  or  rent  to  the  public  at  be¬ 
low  market  rates. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Land 
Use  and  Economic  Development 
Committee,  there  was  two  hours 
of  testimony  about  the  proposal. 
There  were  so  many  people  at 
the  hearing,  more  than  100,  that  a 
second  overflow  room  had  to  be 
opened  to  accommodate  the 
crowd.  No  one  spoke  in  favor  of 
the  proposal. 

Because  the  crowd  was  so 
raucous,  the  chairwoman  of  the 
committee.  Supervisor  Sophie 
Maxwell,  called  a  recess  so  that 
three  armed  sheriffs  could  be  sta¬ 
tioned  throughout  the  room  for 
the  remainder  of  the  hearing  to 
forcibly  remove  anyone  who 


clapped  or  cheered  for  the  speak¬ 
ers. 

Small  property  owners  of  all 
stripes,  including  Chinese  and 
Russian,  testified  that  the  propos¬ 
al  would  be  anti-family  by  mak¬ 
ing  it  difficult  to  modify  their 
homes  to  add  another  unit  for  ag¬ 
ing  parents  or  other  family  mem¬ 
bers. 

McGoldrick,  who  has  already 
sponsored  legislation  to  include 
buildings  with  five  to  nine  units 
to  be  a  part  of  the  Inclusionary 
Housing  Fund,  said  he  had  au¬ 
thorizing  legislation  ready  to  go 
to  make  the  change  for  two-, 
three-  and  four-unit  buildings 
permanent. 

Supervisor  Geraldo  Sandoval 
asked  McGoldrick  during  the 
hearing  why  he  was  telling  the 
Planning  Department  what  to  do, 
rather  than  asking  them  to  re¬ 


search  the  issue  to  determine  the 
facts  before  making  a  decision. 

McGoldrick  responded  that  he 
was  expanding  a  program  that 
was  already  on  the  books  and 
that  he  didn’t  see  any  reason  to 
subject  it  to  Planning  Department 
scrutiny. 

Many  of  the  people  who  testi¬ 
fied  at  the  March  meeting  were 
upset  because  they  saw 
McGoldrick’s  legislation  as  an 
attempt  to  make  up  revenues  for 
the  Housing  Inclusionary  Fund 
that  the  supervisor  had  given 
away  a  couple  of  weeks  earlier 
when  he  voted  to  reduce  the  con¬ 
tributions  to  the  fund  for  housing 
projects  of  120  units  or  more.  In 
that  case,  the  supervisors  voted 
to  reduce  the  contribution  of  the 
largest  project  builders  working 

Continued  on  page  7 


Richmond 
library 
closes  to 
expand, 
upgrade 

The  Richmond/Senator  Milton 
Marks  Branch  Library,  located  at 
351  Ninth  Ave.,  closed  to  under¬ 
go  a  major  renovation  on  March 
18. 

A  party  was  held  the  day  of 
the  closing,  featuring  fun,  food 
and  entertainment. 

Construction  on  the  library 
will  add  4,000  square  feet  to  the 
building’s  size  and  include  seis¬ 
mic  strengthening,  accessibility 
improvements  and  energy-effi¬ 
ciency  and  technology  upgrades. 

The  branch’s  expansion  will 
enhance  services,  including  al¬ 
lowing  for  a  35  percent  increase 
in  the  size  of  its  inventory.  There 
will  be  more  teen,  audiovisual 
and  Chinese  and  Russian  materi¬ 
als. 

Other  features  of  the  renova¬ 
tion  include  two  new  study 
rooms,  a  large  10th  Avenue  lob¬ 
by,  additional  public  restrooms 
and  a  designated  teen  area. 

Of  all  the  library  branches,  the 
Richmond  Branch  will  have  the 
largest  program  room  in  the  city, 
creating  a  new  neighborhood 
venue  for  events  similar  to  those 
held  only  at  the  Main  Library. 

The  historic  integrity  of  the 

Continued  on  page  10 
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Ocean  Beach  fire  pits  readied  for  Earth  Day  debut 


Photo:  Thomas  Pendergast 


Rebecca  Anders  of  the  Flaming  Lotus  Girlz,  working 
on  an  Ocean  Beach  fire  pit,  got  frustrated  waiting  for 
a  piece  she  was  cutting  with  the  torch  to  drop  off,  so 
she  gave  it  a  couple  of  kicks  and  off  it  popped. 


by  Thomas  Pendergast 

On  Earth  Day  (April  22),  the 
National  Park  Service  (NPS)  will 
debut  new  fire  pits  at  Ocean 
Beach.  The  pits  are  being  created 
by  local  artists,  who  are  trying  to 
raise  enough  money  to  finish  the 
project  by  its  April  22  deadline. 

Fires  on  Ocean  Beach  will  be 
held  in  a  dozen  artistic  fire  pits, 
created  by  the  artists  so  the  tradi¬ 
tion  of  fires  on  the  beach  will 
continue. 

Surfrider  SF,  an  environmen¬ 
tal  organization,  is  supporting  a 
plan  proposed  by  a  group  of 
artists  and  volunteers  calling 
themselves  Burners  Without 
Borders  (BWB). 

Burners  started  in  2005  when 
some  people  attending  the 
Burning  Man  art  festival  went  to 
Mississippi  in  the  aftermath  of 
hurricane  Katrina  to  help  with 
disaster  relief  efforts.  They  have 
now  organized  more  than  a 
dozen  artists  and  assistants  to 
build  between  eight  and  12  fire 
rings  for  Ocean  Beach  in  the 
hope  of  avoiding  a  total  ban. 

Jake  Beinecke,  a  Surfrider 
member  who  has  been  working 
with  NPS  to  clean  up  the  beach. 


said  he  was  surprised  when  an 
informal  poll  of  Surfrider  mem¬ 
bers  showed  them  about  evenly 
split  on  whether  or  not  they 
wanted  to  ban  fires  at  Ocean 
Beach. 

“The  worst  of  the  trashy  areas 
is  the  bonfire  area.  It’s  not  just  an 
aesthetic  problem,  it’s  a  safety  is¬ 
sue  and  an  environmental  issue,” 
Beinecke  said. 

He  hopes  the  project  might 
begin  a  partnership  between 
Surfrider,  the  Ocean  Beach 
Foundation  (OBF)  and  the  NPS 
that  will  “create  an  atmosphere 
of  responsibility  and  collabora¬ 
tion  between  the  community  and 
the  National  Park  Service.” 

Tom  Price,  the  project  coordi¬ 
nator  for  BWB,  said  he  has 
$28,500  in  cash  and  committed 
money,  as  of  press  time,  but  esti¬ 
mates  the  group  needs  another 
$13,500  to  complete  12  fire  pits, 
two  extra  pits  and  a  10  percent 
maintenance  fee  required  by  the 
NPS. 

“The  artists  aren’t  getting  paid 
but  some  of  the  people  they  work 
with  have  to  get  paid,”  said 
Carmen  Mauk,  a  member  of 
BWB. 


each  one,  if  it’s  going  to  last  and 
going  to  work,  needs  to  be  bud¬ 
geted  between  $2,500  and 
$3,000,”  Mauk  said. 

She  pointed  out  that  these  are 
professional  artists,  experienced 
in  this  type  of  construction. 

“We’re  trying  to  be  reason¬ 
able,  but  for  a  permanent  art 
piece  on  the  beach  it  seems  very 
reasonable,  especially  if  it’s  go¬ 
ing  to  last,”  Mauk  said. 

“This  year’s  program  is  exper¬ 
imental,  so,  we  see  this  as  a  test 
program  with  a  limited  number 
of  fire  rings,”  said  Rudy 
Evenson,  a  member  of  NPS. 

“In  2007  we’ll  be  doing  a  kind 
of  experiment  with  volunteerism 
to  see  if  we  can  make  a  win-win 
situation  out  of  this,  where  we 
get  to  continue  having  this  activi¬ 
ty,  which  a  lot  of  people  enjoy, 
and  also  make  the  beach  clean¬ 
er,”  he  said. 

According  to  Evenson,  who 
has  been  spearheading  the  fire 
ring  issue  for  tfie  NPS  has  al¬ 
ready  spent  $1,000  on  four  stock 
fire  rings  and  is  holding  another 
$2,000  to  purchase  eight  more  if 
the  artists  can’t  come  through. 
He’s  not  about  to  take  a  complete 
ban  off  the  table  in  case  the  pits 


can  not  be  maintained  properly, 
which  he  says  the  park  service 
will  not  attempt.  A  final  decision 
on  the  fire  rings  is  the  responsi¬ 
bility  of  Brian  O’Neil,  the  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Golden  Gate 
National  Recreation  Area. 


Beinecke  is  confident  the 
Surfrider  group  can  muster 
enough  volunteers  to  clean  the 
fire  pits  and  the  beach  area 
around  them  at  least  once  a 
week. 

Bob  Wilms,  speaking  on  be¬ 
half  of  OBF,  said  his  organiza¬ 
tion  would  be  willing  to  hold 
weekly  cleanups  separately  from 
Surfrider. 

“We’re  super  excited  that  the 
public  has  access,”  he  said. 

His  one  criticism  was  that 
there  would  only  be  a  dozen  of 
these  fire  rings  initially,  all  other 
bonfires  will  be  illegal  and  cita¬ 
tions  will  be  issued. 

Wilms  said  the  OBF  would 
support  expanding  the  number  of 
fire  rings  “depending  on  how 
successful  this  pilot  program  is.” 


'What  we  estimated  was  that 


Quality,  fresh  food  with  a  friendly  touch! 

*Call  us  for  all  of  your  catering  needs! 
*Open  7  Days:  6:30  a.m.  -  5  p.m. 

6000 California  St.#  22nd  Ave. , Tel. 22 1  -7 SO  1 


Scalimex 

CALIFORNIA  INFORMATION  MANAGEMENT  EXPERTS 

TAX  RETURNS 

“Increase  the  Deficit:  Don’t  pay  what  you  don’t  owetl” 
5616  Geary  Blvd 
(415)  221-5515 


Wonder  what  to  do 
with  this  stuff? 


Visit  SFEnvironment.org  or  call 
15)  355-3777  to  find  free  toxic  produ 
drop-off  locations  near  you. 
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Geary  bus  plan  moves  forward, 
payment  options  sharpened 


by  Ronitte  Libedinsky 

On  March  22,  the  SF 
Transportation  Authority  (TA) 
presented  the  implementation 
schedule  and  possible  sources  of 
funding  for  the  Geary  Boulevard 
Bus  Rapid  Transit  (BRT)  system, 
which  would  create  bus-only 
lanes  along  Geary  stretching 
from  Van  Ness  Avenue  to  33rd 
Avenue. 

The  Geary  Citizens  Advisory 
Committee  (GCAC),  composed 
of  20  members  representing  the 
Richmond  and  other  districts, 
was  scheduled  to  vote  on 
whether  or  not  to  accept  the  im¬ 
plementation  plan  as  presented  to 
them,  but  the  vote  was  post¬ 
poned. 

The  Geary  BRT  plan  is  pro¬ 
jected  to  cost  between  $172  mil¬ 
lion  to  $212  million,  depending 
on  which  of  three  design  alterna¬ 
tives  are  chosen. 

The  most  reliable  source  of 


funding  for  the  project  will  come 
from  the  Proposition  K  local 
sales  tax  program,  which  will 
provide  $30  million  to  $40  mil¬ 
lion.  Prop.  K  was  a  half-cent  in¬ 
crease  in  the  sales  tax,  approved 
by  voters  in  2003,  to  allow  for 
maintenance  and  upgrading  of 
the  city’s  transportation  system. 

The  TA  said  that  up  to  $75 
million  may  also  be  provided  by 
the  federal  Small  Starts  program. 
The  remainder  of  the  funding 
could  be  provided  by  the  federal 
Urban  Partnership  program,  state 
infrastructure  bonds,  public/pri¬ 
vate  partnerships  and  developer 
contributions. 

An  environmental  impact 
study  and  preliminary  engineer¬ 
ing  are  scheduled  to  start  in  2008 
and  last  up  to  one-and-a-half 
years.  The  final  design  for  the 
Geary  BRT  will  be  decided  by 
2010. 

Construction,  which  is  esti¬ 
mated  to  take  about  one-and-a- 


half  years,  will  be  carried  out  a 
few  blocks  at  a  time.  The  first 
service  may  begin  as  early  as 
2011. 

One  of  the  three  BRT  design 
options  involves  creating  dedi¬ 
cated  bus  lanes  along  the  sides  of 
the  road.  The  other  two  alterna¬ 
tives  would  create  dedicated  bus 
lanes  in  the  center  of  the  road. 

In  addition,  there  is  a  proposal 
to  make  Geary  Boulevard  “rail- 
ready,”  in  anticipation  of  putting 
light  rail  vehicles  on  Geary  in  the 
future. 

According  to  the 
Transportation  Authority,  all 
three  design  alternatives  include 
fewer  bus  stops,  real-time  bus  ar¬ 
rival  information,  ticket  vending 
machines,  new  buses  and  hew 
traffic  signals  that  can  be  manip¬ 
ulated  so  buses  spend  less  time  at 
red  lights. 

Opposition  to  Geary  BRT  has 
come  from  merchants  and  some 
neighborhood  groups,  which  are 
concerned  about  increased  traffic 
on  Richmond  streets. 

Merchants  say  that  fewer 
parking  spaces,  due  to  reconfig¬ 
uring  the  road,  will  discourage 
shoppers  from  coming  to  the 
Richmond  District.  Merchants 
and  neighborhood  activists  share 
their  concerns  that  the  loss  of 
traffic  lanes  on  Geary  will  force 
cars  onto  neighboring  streets. 

BRT  systems  are  being  pro¬ 
posed  for  Van  Ness  and  Potrero 
avenues  as  well.  These  systems, 
together  with  Geary  BRT,  will 
connect  to  Muni’s  existing  light- 
rail  lines  to  create  a  citywide 
rapid  transit  system. 

The  final  Geary  BRT  report 
will  be  presented  at  the  last 
GCAC  meeting,  scheduled  for 
April  26.  The  report  will  then  be 
reviewed  by  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  in  May.  The  supervi¬ 
sors  will  then  choose  which  op¬ 
tions  to  include  in  the  project’s 
Environmental  Impact  Report. 


Rat  poison  banned  in  park 


The  SF  Department  of  the 
Environment  has  temporarily 
halted  the  use  of  a  potent  poison 
that  was  being  used  to  control  ro¬ 
dents  in  Golden  Gate  Park. 

The  move  was  made  after  sev¬ 
eral  hawks  and  a  fox  died  after 
eating  rodents  that  had  ingested 
the  super-strength  single-dose 
poison. 

The  SF  Recreation  and  Park 


Department  was  using  the  poison 
in  an  effort  to  eradicate  rodents 
that  do  extensive  damage  to  the 
park,  particularly  those  that  un¬ 
dermine  the  safety  of  the  park’s 
athletic  fields.  The  poison  will 
continue  to  be  used  in  sewers  and 
the  city’s  commercial  buildings. 

The  environment  department 
is  accepting  comments  on  the 
poison  ban  until  May  18. 


Pharmacy  joins  network 


The  95-year-old  Evergreen 
Pharmacy  has  joined  Health  Mart 
in  an  effort  to  remain  in  business 
as  an  independently-operating 
business. 

As  part  of  the  Health  Mart 
network.  Evergreen  becomes  the 
first  franchise  in  San  Francisco. 
There  are  now  1,300  franchises 
operating  in  the  United  States. 


Health  Mart  is  overseen  by  the 
McKesson  Corporation  and  ser¬ 
vices  are  provided  by  Proctor  & 
Gamble. 

Evergreen,  located  at  5601 
Geary  Blvd.,  held  a  health  fair 
and  grand  opening  on  March  28. 
The  event  was  overseen  by  Paul 
Tam,  the  owner  of  the  pharmacy 
for  the  past  25  years. 


Experiencing 
Changes  in 
Memory? 


California  Pacific 
Medical  Center 

A  Sutter  Health  Affiliate 
With  You.  For  Life. 


Whether  you  need  a  medical 
evaluation  pr  simply  wish  to 
optimize  your  mental  functioning, 
the  Memory  Clinic  has  services 
to  offer. 


Free  Memory  Workshop 

. 

Second  Thursday  of  each  month 
Call  415-600-3880  or  800-242-4227 
for  more  information. 


Memory  Clinic 

2324  Sacramento  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94115 

415-600-3880 

www.cpmc.org/memory 

Beyond  Medicine. 


You  might  not  be  able  to  do 
everything  at  once,  you  can 
however  do  it  all  in  one  place. 


Let  us  help  you  with  that. 


Shipping  Services 
Packaging  Services 
Mailbox  &  Postal  Services 
Moving  &  Packaging  Supplies 
Copying  Services 
Finishing  &  Printing  Services 


The  UPS  Store 


5758  Geary  Blvd.  (@22nd  Ave.) 

San  Francisco,  CA  94121 
Mon-  Fri  8:30am-  6:30pm 
Sat  9am-  5pm,  Sun  closed 

©2003  United  Parcel  Service  of  America,  Inc. 


Tel:  (415)750-3738 
Fax:  (415)750- 1819 
store5402@theupsstore.com 


Julie  Reberis 

MOVING  ON  UP 


SPECIALIZING  IN 

Pacific  Heights,  Inner 
and  Central  Richmond, 
Lake  District  and  Seacliff 

v^ovniaSt@ 

S.-, 


Zephyr  Real  Estate  is  bringing  it’s  top 
agents  from  around  the  City  to  it's  NEW 
Pacific  Heights  location.  As  always,  Julie  will  continue  to  provide 
clients  with  expertise  and  dedication  and  that's  why  she’s  been 
hand  selected  by  Zephyr  to  "Move  on  Up.”  Stop  by  her  new 
office  and  introduce  yourself! 

(Q)  41 5-609-3677  (pj)  juliereber.com  |  Hpr 


(S)  juliereber@zephyrsf.com 


make  !eat*o< 


Make 


learning  a  game! 

TREND’S  &  Flash  Cards 

Proven  effective  for  learning 
basic  skills!  TREND  lias  S'7  titles 
for  language  arts  and  math, 
including  phonies  and  fractions. 
Self-checking,  quick-sorting 
cards.  Fun  activities 
included  for 
individual  and  ^  . 

group  practice. 

q*  shoes 

shoes  ^  w* 


STWENO 


Educational  Exchange 

600  35th  Ave.  •  (415)752-3302 


For  Advertising  Rate  Information , 
Call  The  Richmond  Review 
at  (415)  831-0461 
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Case  for  recalling  supervisor 


Continued  from  page  1 

Mayor  Gavin  Newsom  would  ap¬ 
point  someone  to  serve  out  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  term. 

Ignoring  the  Will  of  the 

Voters  -  Golden  Gate  Park 

McGoldrick  submitted  legisla¬ 
tion  for  Saturday  park  road  clo¬ 
sures,  not  once,  but  twice,  despite 
voters  saying  the  park’s  streets 
should  not  be  closed.  The  mayor 
vetoed  the  first  attempt  last  year, 
and  a  second  try  is  still  pending  at 
the  Board  of  Supervisors,  as  of 
press  time. 

In  2000,  San  Franciscans  re¬ 
jected  Proposition  F,  which  asked 
whether  or  not  the  park  should  be 
closed  on  Saturdays.  It  was  de¬ 
feated  by  20,000  votes  citywide. 

.  In  that  same  election,  voters 
also  rejected  Proposition  G.  The 
proposition  said:  “Shall  the  City 
close  John  F.  Kennedy  Drive  in 
Golden  Gate  Park  to  automobile 
traffic  on  Saturdays  after  the 
Music  Concourse  parking  facility 
is  opened?”  The  voters  resound¬ 
ingly  voted,  by  62  percent,  to  re¬ 
ject  the  proposal. 


SF  Municipal  Election:  Nov.  7,  2000 
'Shall  the  City  close  John  F.  Kennedy 
Drive  in  Golden  Gate  Park  to  automo¬ 
bile  traffic  on  Saturdays  after  the 
Music  Concourse  parking  facility  is 
opened?' 

No:  62%  Yes:  38% 


In  the  Richmond,  voters  reject¬ 
ed  both  park  closure  propositions 
by  more  than  60  percent  and  in 
the  Sunset  voters  rejected  both 
measures  by  a  2-to-l  margin 
(67%). 

McGoldrick: 

•  Ignores  the  fact  that  the  SF 
County  Transportation 
Authority’s  recent  study  was 
based  on  a  faulty  “methodology.” 
The  TA  took  surveys  on  two 
weekends  in  August  of  last  year, 
choosing  weekends  where  the 
least  amount  of  events  were  going 
on  in  the  park.  The  authority 
worked  hard  to  find  two  weekends 
that  are  very  much  atypical  of  the 
park  on  most  weekends. 

•  Ignores  the  fact  that  the 
largest  draw  in  the  park  is  the 
Academy  of  Sciences,  which  will 
not  open  until  2008.  It  could  be 
greatly  impacted  by  Saturday  clo¬ 
sures.  The  Academy,  which  is 
composed  of  a  natural  history  mu¬ 
seum,  Steinhart  Aquarium  and 
Morrison  Planetarium,  gets  about 
three  times  the  number  of  visitors 
than  does  the  M.H.  de  Young 
Memorial  Museum. 

•  Ignores  the  fact  that  hundreds 
of  residents  living  near  the  park 
and  thousands  who  drive  to  the 
park  from  outside  the  Richmond 
will  be  adversely  affected. 

•  Ignores  the  fact  that  Middle 
Drive  in  Golden  Gate  Park  is  al¬ 
ready  closed  on  Saturdays  for  the 
public  to  enjoy  without  vehicles. 

•  Ignores  the  fact  that  Saturday 
closures  will  limit  the  ability  of 
some  seniors  and  disabled  people 
to  visit  the  eastern  end  of  the  park 
on  Saturdays. 

•  Ignores  the  fact  that  just 
about  every  community  group  in 
the  Richmond  and  Sunset  districts 
is  opposed  to  the  Saturday  clo¬ 
sures. 

Yet,  McGoldrick  claims  the 
underground  garage  in  the  Music 
Concourse  changed  the  situation 
in  the  park  and  that  his  plan  to 
shut  off  vehicular  traffic  on 
Saturdays  is  justified.  The  facts  do 
not  support  that  claim. 

Forcing  BRT  on  District 
Without  Notification 

The  Richmond  District’s  su¬ 
pervisor  forced  Bus  Rapid  Transit 


(BRT)  onto  Richmond  District 
residents  by  working  behind  the 
scenes  to  add  it  to  a  citywide  half- 
cent  sales  tax  measure  passed  by 
voters  in  2003  (Proposition  K). 

He  never  told  major  stakeholders 
in  the  district  about  the  plan,  de¬ 
spite  speaking  at  Town  Hall 
Meetings  and  writing  a  monthly 
column  for  the  Richmond  Review. 

The  28-member  group  that  de¬ 
termined  the  fate  of  Prop.  K, 
called  the  Expenditure  Plan 
Advisory  Committee  (EPAC),  in¬ 
cluded  only  one  Richmond 
District  resident,  Bruce  Oka,  an 
advocate  for  the  disabled  commu¬ 
nity.  The  SF  County 
Transportation  Authority,  which  is 
comprised  of  the  members  of  the 
SF  Board  of  Supervisors,  created 
EPAC. 

The  Geary  Boulevard  BRT 
measure  was  added  to  Prop.  K 
during  the  fourth  of  eight  meet¬ 
ings  that  were  held  to  shape  the 
language  of  the  proposition. 
Andrew  Sullivan,  then-president 
of  the  advocacy  group  Rescue 
Muni,  moved  to  insert  the  lan¬ 
guage.  After  agreeing  that  the 
BRT  would  be  made  “rail  ready” 

_  for  a  future  light 

rail  system,  EPAC 
agreed  to  include 
Geary  BRT  in 
Prop.  K  by  adding 
a  single  paragraph, 
which  was  buried 
in  the  middle  of  the 
10-page  proposi¬ 
tion. 

Rescue  Muni 
endorsed 

~ McGoldrick  for  re- 
election  in  September  2004. 

According  to  McGoldrick, 

Muni  was  not  making  adequate 
progress  improving  transit  on  the 
#38  Geary  bus  line  so  he  took  the 
issue  away  from  Muni  and  trans¬ 
ferred  it  to  the  Transportation 
Authority. 

Members  of  EPAC  were  told 
by  its  chairman,  BART  member 
Tom  Radulovich,  to  make  its  deci¬ 
sions  within  the  context  of  run¬ 
ning,  and  winning,  an  election  be¬ 
cause  Prop.  K  needed  67  percent 
of  the  vote  to  pass.  Polls  taken  by 
the  TA  and  presented  to  members 
of  EPAC  showed  35  percent  of 
the  public  not  in  favor  of  building 
new  light  rail  systems. 

Since  BRT  was  slipped  into 
Prop.  K,  it  was  desirable  from  a 
political  point  of  view  to  not  in¬ 
form  the  public  about  the  proposi¬ 
tion’s  potentially  negative  conse¬ 
quences. 

Groups  that  did  not  know 
about  the  clandestine  plan  includ¬ 
ed  The  Geary  Boulevard 
Merchants  and  Property  Owners 
Association,  Clement  Street 
Merchants  Association, 

Sacramento  Street  Merchants 
Association,  and  numerous  com¬ 
munity  organizations.  There  were 
no  public  meetings  in  the 
Richmond,  Laurel  Heights, 

Presidio  Heights  or  anywhere  else 
near  the  district. 

After  Prop.  K’s  passage, 
McGoldrick  said  the  TA  was  only 
“studying”  ways  to  improve  mass 
transit  on  Geary.  But  the  TA 
wasn’t  studying  whether  or  not  a 
plan  was  desirable,  feasible  or 
doable,  it  was  studying  how  to 
best  implement  BRT  on  Geary, 
with  a  bias  toward  ripping  up  the 
middle  of  the  busy  boulevard,  a 
plan  that  would  have  great 
consequences  to  our  district’s  res¬ 
idents  and  merchants. 

According  to  Luis  Moscovich, 
the  director  of  the  Transportation 
Authority,  there  is  a  voter  man¬ 
date  to  implement  the  Geary  BRT 
plan. 

With  Geary  BRT,  McGoldrick 
made  a  decision  on  behalf  of  the 
Richmond  District  . . .  without  let¬ 
ting  them  know  about  the  plan  or 
soliciting  their  input. 

The  largest  public  works  pro¬ 


ject  since  the  creation  of  the 
Richmond  rolled  right  by  the  elec¬ 
torate  without  their  knowledge. 

Merchants  Scramble  for  Help 

When  the  Geary  merchants 
first  got  wind  of  the  BRT  plan, 
they  became  very  concerned  be¬ 
cause  parking  could  be  eliminat¬ 
ed,  businesses  located  away  from 
bus  stops  could  be  forced  to  shut¬ 
ter  their  doors,  and  months  or 
years  of  construction  could  scare 
customers  away. 

To  allay  their  fears,  the  mer¬ 
chants  requested  of  the  TA  an 
economic  impact  study  to  deter¬ 
mine  the  potential  affects  of  the 
plan. 

The  TA  has  refused  to  grant  a 
study,  and  the  District  1  supervi¬ 
sor  has  refused  to  support  the 
merchants.  He  helped  force  the 
mass  transit  option  on  them  and 
then  tarns  a  deaf  ear  to  their  re¬ 
quests  for  help. 

The  Geary  merchants,  who 
have  gotten  the  support  of  the  SF 
Small  Business  Commission  and 
the  Coalition  for  San  Francisco 
Neighborhoods,  continue  to  fight 
for  a  study. 

Attacks  on  Families  and 
Small  Property  Owners 

Section  A:  Inclusionary 
Housing  Fund 

In  the  realm  of  housing  in  the 
City,  several  recent  actions  point 
out  the  destructive  nature  of 
McGoldrick’s  actions'at  City  Hall. 

McGoldrick  tried  to  make  2-, 

3-  and  4-unit  buildings  fall  under 
the  city’s  Inclusionary  Housing 
Fund,  potentially  hurting  families 
by  raising  the  price  for  adding  a 
second  unit  to  about  $  1 50,000  for 
every  $1  million  in  construction 
cost.  (See  story  page  1). 

Under  the  legislation,  property 
owners  who  did  not  want  to  pay  , 
the  tax  into  the  city’s  housing  * 
fund  would  have  to  rent  the  unit 
to  the  public  at  below  market 
rates. 

At  a  March  4  meeting  of  the 
SF  Board  of  Supervisor’s  Land 
Use  and  Economic  Development 
Committee,  there  were  two  hours 
of  testimony  about  the  proposal. 
Opposition  to  the  plan  was  unani¬ 
mous. 

Small  property  owners  of  all 
stripes,  including  Chinese  and 
Russian,  testified  that  the  proposal 
would  be  anti-family  by  making  it 
impossible  to  modify  their  homes 
to  add  another  unit  for  relatives, 
including  aging  parents.  Every 
single-family  home  in  an  RH-2 
zoned  area,  of  which  there  are 
many  in  the  Richmond  and  Sunset 
districts,  would  be  impacted. 

Supervisor  Geraldo  Sandoval 
pointed  out  to  McGoldrick  during 
the  hearing  that  he  was  telling  the 
Planning  Department  what  to  do, 
rather  than  asking  them  to  re¬ 
search  the  issue  to  determine  the 
facts  before  making  a  decision. 

McGoldrick  said  he  was  mere¬ 
ly  expanding  a  program  that  was 
already  on  the  books  and  that  fur¬ 
ther  planning  department  scrutiny 
was  not  necessary. 

Some  of  the  citizens  who 
spoke  at  the  March  meeting  were 
mad  because  they  saw 
McGoldrick’s  expansion  of 
Inclusionary  Housing  Fund  legis¬ 
lation  as  a  way  to  make  up  rev¬ 
enues  that  the  supervisor  had  vot¬ 
ed  to  give  away  a  couple  of  weeks 
earlier,  when  he  supported  reduc¬ 
ing  the  contributions  of  develop¬ 
ers  building  projects  with  1 20  or 
more  units.  The  supervisors  voted 
to  reduce  the  contributions  of  the 
largest  builders  working  in  the 
City,  many  of  them  from  out  of 
town,  from  15  percent  to  12  per¬ 
cent  of  the  cost  of  the  project.  The 
lowering  of  the  rate  for  the  largest 
contractors  will  reduce,  by  mil¬ 
lions  of  dollars,  the  amount  of 
money  coming  into  the  fund  to 
build  affordable  housing. 


Articles  of  Impeachment * 

•  Tried  twice  to  force  the  closure  of  Golden  Gate  Park  roads. 

•  Forced  Bus  Rapid  Transit  on  the  district  without  public 
notification  or  feedback,  no  support  of  local  merchants. 

•  Defied  the  will  of  the  voters  by  refusing  to  expand  the 
number  of  Tenancy  in  Commons  allowed  in  the  City. 

•  Tried  to  force  small  property  owners  to  pay  a  huge  tax 
into  the  city’s  Inclusionary  Housing  Fund  to  expand  their 
two-  to  four-unit  properties. 

•  Tried  to  change  the  city’s  Planning  Code  to  increase 
density  and  limit  the  public’s  right  to  public  review. 

‘Partial  list 


But,  shifting  a  heavy  tax  bur¬ 
den  onto  the  backs  of  small  prop¬ 
erty  owners  and  families,  to  make 
up  for  the  tax  break,  would  hurt 
them,  and  thwart  the  building  of 
additional  units  of  housing,  which 
the  City  desperately  needs. 

At  the  end  of  the  hearing, 
Sandoval  and  Supervisor  Sophie 
Maxwell  amended  the  language 
of  the  proposal  so  the  impacts  of 
making  such  a  drastic  move  on 
the  families  and  homeowners  of 
the  City  could  be  determined. 
They  sent  the  proposal  over  to  the 
SF  Planning  Department  and  the 
mayor’s  office  for  further  re¬ 
search. 

Reason  prevailed,  temporarily, 
but  the  measure  to  tax  “mom  and 
pop"  San  Franciscans  is  not  dead. 

Section  B:  Better  Neighbor¬ 
hoods  Plus  -  A  Failed  Attempt 
to  Rewrite  Planning  Code 

One  of  McGoldrick’s  ill-fated 
plans  included  trying  to  rewrite 
the  planning  code,  a  measure  that 
would  have  eviscerated  the  pub¬ 
lic’s  ability  to  question,  modify  or 
stop  projects  in  their  neighbor¬ 
hoods. 

Better  Neighborhoods  Plus, 
legislation  McGoldrick  submitted 
to  the  Planning  Commission  for 
consideration  in  September  2005, 
was  condemned  by  numerous 
groups  from  all  sides  of  the  politi¬ 
cal  spectrum,  including  the  SF 
Coalition  for  San  Francisco 
Neighborhoods  and  San  Francisco 
Tomorrow. 

This  is  how  SF  Tomorrow  de¬ 
scribed  the  plan: 

“Proponents  of  the  Better 
Neighborhoods  Plus  legislation, 
which  would  enact 
Redevelopment  Authority-like 
planning  legislation,  have  found 
themselves  out  of  step  with  the 
communities  they  say  they  stand 
for.  The  legislation  would  em¬ 
power  project  sponsors  to  fast- 
track  development  within  a  40- 
acre  area  and  create  new  neigh¬ 
borhoods  which  maximize  resi¬ 
dential  density,  minimize  off- 
street  parking  and  derail  the  usual 
means  of  public  comment .... 
Neighborhood  historic  preserva¬ 
tion  is  given  short  shrift.  Neither 
would  affordable  housing  be  a 
prime  goal.” 

The  Coalition  for  San 
Francisco  Neighborhoods,  the 
umbrella  organization  represent¬ 
ing  the  city’s  neighborhood 
groups,  was  more  blunt: 

“The  very  name  of  this  ordi¬ 
nance  is  a  fraud.  A  more  accurate 
name  for  this  ordinance  is  Better 
Neighborhood  Planning  for 
Increased  Density,  Increased 
Heights,  and  Reduced  Parking.  • 
The  public’s  ability  to  utilize  the 
Discretionary  Review  (DR)  pro¬ 
cess  has  been  made  virtually  use¬ 
less.  If  one  is  fortunate  enough  to 
win  a  DR  at  the  SF  Planning 
Commission,  the  most  one  can 
expect  is  a  5  percent  reduction  in 
the  building  envelope.” 

Discretionary  Review  is  the 
process  by  which  opponents  to  a 
proposed  project  can  bring  it  up 
before  the  SF  Planning  Commis¬ 
sion  for  review  and  modifications, 

McGoldrick  submitted  his 
Better  Neighborhood  Plus  legisla¬ 
tion  with  little  public  notice  and 
scant  public  feedback. 


Section  C:  Ignoring  the  Will  of 
the  Voters  -  TICs 

McGoldrick  is  no  stranger  to 
ignoring  the  will  of  the  people. 
Aside  from  his  effort  to  close  the 
streets  in  Golden  Gate  Park,  he  ig¬ 
nored  the  will  of  the  voters  in 
November  2000  when  the  voters 
voted  to  reject  the  City's  limiting 
of  Tenancies  in  Common  (TIC)  as 
a  form  of  home  ownership.  • 

Tenancies  in  Common  are  cre¬ 
ated  when  renters  pool  their  re¬ 
sources  to  buy  the  building  they 
are  living  in.  Each  person  owns  a 
percentage  of  the  building. 

The  voters  were  asked  if  a 
200-unit  annual  cap  on  conver¬ 
sions  should  be  made  permanent. 
They  overwhelmingly  voted,  by  a 
55  percent  to  45  percent  margin, 
to  not  limit  alternative  forms  of 
home  ownership  in  the  City. 

But  McGoldrick  ignored  that 
vote  and  sponsored  legislation  to 
limit  the  number  of  TICs  allowed 
in  San  Francisco. 

The  legislation  was  ultimately 
rejected  by  the  California 
Supreme  Court. 

Conclusions: 

When  our  elected  official  no 
longer  represents  the  will  or  the 
wishes  of  his  constituents,  it  shuts 
them  out  of  the  political  process. 
When  someone  with  a  concern  in 
the  Richmond  approaches  another 
city  supervisor  about  a  problem, 
the  person  is  usually  referred  back 
to  their  district  supervisor  out  of 
the  supervisor’s  deference  to  their 
colleague. 

But  what  happens  when  your 
supervisor  ignores  your  pleas  or 
refuses  to  talk  to  you,  either  on 
the  phone  or  in  person?  Your 
problem  gets  shut  out  of  the  polit¬ 
ical  arena  and  the  resolution  of  it 
becomes  a  daunting  task. 

Dozens  of  people  have  com¬ 
plained  during  the  last  six  years 
about  McGoldrick’s  office  not  re¬ 
turning  calls  or  meeting  with 
neighborhood  people  with  an  is¬ 
sue  that  needs  resolution.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  the  supervisor  ignored  the 
pleas  of  Laurel  and  Francisco 
heights  residents  in  their  quest  to 
modify  a  7-story  project  the 
Institute  on  Aging  is  building  on 
the  site  of  the  former  Coronet 
Theater.  (More  on  that  next 
month.) 

I  endorsed  McGoldrick  when 
he  first  ran  for  supervisor  in  2000. 
When  he  ran  for  re-election  in 
November  2004, 1  defended  him 
against  numerous  attacks  and 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars 
from  powerful  interests  that  were 
trying  to  remove  him.  His  volun¬ 
teers  made  copies  of  that  column 
and  distributed  it  to  the  voters  of 
the  district. 

But,  McGoldrick’s  record  now 
makes  it  clear  that  his  modus 
operandi  (M.O.)  is  to  do  whatever 
he  wants,  much  like  a  dictator, 
with  as  little  public  oversight  or 
debate  as  possible.  He  doesn’t  lis¬ 
ten  to  the  concerns  of  his  con¬ 
stituents. 

When  one  looks  at  McGold¬ 
rick’s  overall  record,  it  becomes 
impossible  to  escape  the  fact  that 
he  should  be  recalled.  Voters 
should  have  the  opportunity  to 
vote  “yea”  or  “nay”  on  his  contin¬ 
ued  disservice  to  the  community. 

Paul  Kozakiewicz  is  publisher 
of  the  Richmond  Review. 
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Five  smart  things  to  do 
before  you  sell  your  home: 


1)  Have  an  after-sale  plan. 

2)  Continue  good  maintenance  procedures. 

3)  Remove  clutter  so  home  appeals  to  buyers. 

4)  Make  a  file  of  key  house  documents. 

5)  Call  Bruce  for  a  free  market  evaluation. 


RITCHIE 

HALLANAN 

ft  *;  A  i  1:  S  X  \  T  I 


I  - 

Bruce  McKlerov 

¥ 

Ritchie  Hallanan  Real 

Estate  Ltd. 

415*353-5781  Direct 
415-353-5777  Fax 

Bruce@rlrre.net 


St.  Peter’s  Episcopal  Church 

420  29th  Avenue  (near  Clement) 

Sunday  Services: 

8  a.m.  -  Eucharist  with  Silent  Meditation* 

10  a.m.  -  Eucharist  with  Music  and  Meditation* 

April  5th:  Maundy  Thursday  Bring -and -Share  Dinner 
and  Communion  Service  at  7  p.m. 

April  6th:  &ood  Friday  Service  at  Noon 
April  8th:  Easter  with  Festival  Choral  Eucharist  at  10  a.m.* 


“Assisted  listening  available  -  parking  available  during  services 
across  street  at  Presidio  Middle  School 


Tuesday  Bring-and-Share  Dinner  and  Book  Study  -  Call 
for  schedule.  Current  book:  “Life  After  Death:  The  Burden 
of  Proof”  by  Deepak  Chopra 

Thursdays:  Morning  Prayer  at  8  a.m. 

For  more  information  on  services  or  programs, 
call  Fr.  David  Rickey  at  (415)  751-4942  or  visit 
our  website  at  www.stpeters-sf.org 

+  +  + 

St.  Peter’s  is  an  affiliate  of  the  Center 
for  Progressive  Christianity 


□CEAN  BEACH 


"BEST  SANDWICHES  IN  THE  RICHMOND  DISTRICT” 
Fresh  Roasted  Turkey  Breast  Sandwiches. 
Sourdough  Rolls  Baked  Fresh  Daily. 


SALADS  ■  DESSERTS  ■  UJINE  ■  BEER  ■  SOFT  DRINKS 


•r£VriFF  D*|L^ "  ’ 

iS|  Urr  sandwich  , 

|  |  arty  sandwich  SPECIALS  1 

^Not  to  be  combined  with  any  other  offer.  1  coupon  per  person.  Expires  4/30/07 j 

734  LaPTaya” •"221~2031 

OPEN  7 DAYS  •  Monday  -  Saturday  8:30  a.m.  -  6  p.m. 
■  Sunday  1 0  a.m.  -  4:30  p.m. 


City  Hall 

Supervisor  Jake  McGoldrick 


This  month's  theme  is  health 


With  the  growing  obesity  epi¬ 
demic,  cancer,  and  heart-related 
diseases  as  America’s  top  killers, 
San  Franciscans  need  to  recog¬ 
nize  how  important  it  is  to  make 
informed  health  decisions  and 
get  regular  exercise.  That  is  why 
I  have  sponsored  two  important 
health-related  programs. 

First,  I  am  working  with  Sen. 
Leland  Yee,  Kaiser  Permanente, 
Richmond  Area  Multi-Services, 
Inc.,  Compassionate  Community 
Care,  and  On  Lok  Senior  Health 
Care  on  a  Richmond  Community 
Health  Festival.  The  festival  is 
free  and  open  to  the  public. 

There  will  about  40  health  orga¬ 
nizations  participating  in  the  fes¬ 
tival,  offering  important  informa¬ 
tion,  freejiealth  screenings  and 
more. 

The  information  and  various 
health  screenings  include:  blood 
pressure  checks,  hearing  screen¬ 


ing,  body  fat  analysis,  body  mass 
index,  bone  density,  information 
on  diabetes,  medication  review 
(bring  your  medications),  and 
lectures  on  health,  including  eat¬ 
ing,  hypertension  and  hepatitis  B. 

There  will  also  be  multi-cul¬ 
tural  entertainment  from  the 
community,  arts  and  crafts,  and  a 
raffle  with  great  prizes.  Please, 
come  and  join  the  fun  on  April 
28,  10  a.m.  -  2  p.m.,  Kaiser 
Permanente’s  French  Campus,  . 
4141  Geary  Blvd. 

The  second  health  proposal 
that  I  am  working  on  this  month 
is  the  “Healthy  Saturdays”  legis¬ 
lation.  This  legislation  would 
close  the  1 .5  mile  portion  of  JFK 
Drive  in  Golden  Gate  Park 
(GGP),  from  Kezar  Drive  to 
Transverse  Drive,  on  Saturdays, 
just  like  Sundays,  for  a  six  month 
trial.  The  Sunday  car-free  pro¬ 
gram  has  been  incredibly  suc- 


Are  You  Considering  A 
Reverse  Mortgage? 

Choose  the  leading  originator  of  Reverse  Mortgages' 
and  discover  why  customers  nationwide  trust  their 
Reverse  Mortgage  needs  to  Wells  Fargo  Home 
Mortgage. 


Call  today  for  our  Reverse  Mortgage  Seminar  schedule! 


San  Francisco  Reverse  Mortgage  Team 
Christine  and  Dave  Stormont 
1-866-599-6554 


1 .  Must  be  62  years  or  older.  Wells  Fargo  Home  Mortgage  is  a  division 
of  Wells  Fargo  Bank,  N.A.  ©  2006  Wells  Fargo  Bank  N.A.  All  rights 
reserved.  #42495  2/07-5/07 


harrycanhelp 


home  computer  service 


problem  fixed  or  no  charge 


-repair 

-computer  set  up 
-virus  removal 
-networking 
-update 
-upgrade 
-tutorials  w/ 
windows,  apple 
Photoshop,  mysp 

hariYcanhelp@comcast.net 


415-387-2361 


cessful  and  popular  for  the  past 
40  years. 

I  believe,  along  with  numer¬ 
ous  neighborhood  groups,  envi¬ 
ronmental  organizations,  disabili¬ 
ty  advocate  community  mem¬ 
bers,  youth  advocacy  groups,  and 
with  the  majority  of  the  SF 
Board  of  Supervisors,  that  pre¬ 
serving  the  limited  open  space  in 
this  City  is  paramount  to  keeping 
our  families,  seniors,  and  people 
with  disabilities  living  and  enjoy¬ 
ing  this  glorious  City.  Sitting  in 
the  east  end  of  the  park  on  a 
Sunday  afternoon,  the  serene  en¬ 
vironment  created  by  nature, 
children  learning  to  ride  their 
bikes  on  a  smooth  safe  surface, 
seniors  strolling  without  the  fear 
of  a  traffic  collision,  skaters  jam¬ 
ming  out  to  music,  and  bicycles 
leisurely  riding  is  a  truly  unique 
and  beautiful  experience. 

The  east  end  provides  plenti¬ 
ful  transit  options,  food  options, 
skate  and  bike  rental,  cultural  ed¬ 
ucation  at  the  institutions,  such 
as  the  M.H.  de  Young  Memorial 
Museum,  the  soon  to  be  re¬ 
opened  California  Academy  of 
Sciences,  Japanese  Tea  Garden 
and  the  Conservatory  of  Flowers. 
People  from  all  walks  of  life  are 
able  to  have  a  complete  family- 
day  filled  with  something  for  ev¬ 
eryone. 

“Healthy  Saturdays”  is  not  a 
new  idea.  I  sponsored  the  same 
measure  last  year.  It  passed  at  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  with  a  7-4 
vote,  but  was  vetoed  by  the  may¬ 
or.  One  of  the  main  reasons  he 
vetoed  the  legislation  is  because 
of  the  potential  traffic  impacts  he 
thought  might  occur  on  the  .sur¬ 
rounding  neighborhoods  on 
Sundays  during  the  car-free  pro¬ 
gram.  Consequently,  the  mayor 
and  I  worked  together  with  both 
the  advocates  and  the  opponents 
of  Saturday  car-free  space  and 
commissioned  a  study  to  mea¬ 
sure  the  impacts  of  the  car-free 
program  in  Golden  Gate  Park  on 
Sundays.  The  independent  report 
was  managed  by  the  SF  County 
Transportation  Authority  and  can 
be  viewed  at  www.golden- 
gatepark.org. 

The  study  shows  that  the 
Sunday  car-free  program  more 
than  doubles  park  usage,  increas¬ 
es  visitors  to  the  museum  and  lo¬ 
cal  merchants,  and  has  no  signifi¬ 
cant  increased  traffic  impact  on 
the  surrounding  neighborhoods 
or  intersections. 

The  surveyors  also  spoke  with 
people  who  had  disabilities,  most 
of  whom  preferred  the  car  free 
program  on  Sundays  to  the  park 
on  Saturdays. 

This  brings  me  to  my  next 
point,  healthy  access  for  all.  Last 
year,  while  developing  this  legis¬ 
lation,  the  Mayor’s  Office  of 
Disability  (MOD)  realized  that 
the  40-year-old  car-free  program 
on  Sundays  is  not  accessible  to 
people  with  disabilities. 
Immediately,  I  began  working 
closely  with  MOD  to  address  the 
needs  of  the  disability  communi¬ 
ty  to  ensure  that  everyone  can 
experience  equal  enjoyment  of 
the  park. 

After  the  legislation  was  ve¬ 
toed,  I  remained  committed  to 
this  issue,  drafted  legislation  that 
would  bring  the  Sunday  car-free 
program  up  to  ADA  standards 
and  worked  with  the  mayor  to  al¬ 
locate  money  for  these  specific 
improvements.  There  have  been 
delays  from  the  SF  Recreation 
and  Park  Department  on  imple¬ 
mentation,  although  I  have  been 
assured  that  they  will  be  in  place 
very  soon. 

There  will  be  a  hearing  on  this 
legislation  at  the  supervisor’s 
Land  Use  Committee,  City  Hall, 
Room  262,  on  April  9,  at  I  p.m. 

Jake  McGoldrick  is  a  San 
Francisco  supervisor  represent¬ 
ing  District  1. 
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Police  Beat 

Capt.  Sandra  Tong 

Beware,  be  safe  from  robbers 


I  wish  all  of  you  a  wonderful  spring 
season. 

The  SF  Police  Department  is  focusing 
our  enforcement  city  wide  on  auto  burglar¬ 
ies. 

It  is  no  fun  to  return  to  your  car  after  a 
night  on  the  town,  or  a  day  in  the  park,  and 
discover  your  window  broken.  As  you 
check  further,  you  notice  that  your  camera 
or  laptop  is  now  missing.  If  you  are  really 
lucky,  you  might  only  be  missing  a  pair  of 
sunglasses  or  spare  change. 

If  this  hasn’t  happened  to  you  personal¬ 
ly,  you  probably  know  someone  who  has 
been  a  victim  of  an  auto  break-in.  The 
good  news  is  this  crime  is  preventable. 

For  the  most  part,  auto  burglars  are 
looking  for  visible  loose  items.  Any  type 
of  bag  left  out  in  the  open  is  fair  game. 
Backpacks,  briefcases  and  computer  bags 
are  the  most  likely  candidates  for  burglars. 
Flowever,  a  gym  bag  with  stinky  clothes 
could  be  the  catch  of  the  day. 

Do  not  leave  any  items  in  plain  view. 

More  research  for 

Continued  from  page  1 

in  the  City  from  15  to  12  percent  of  the 
cost  of  the  project.  The  lowering  of  the 
rate  for  the  biggest  builders  in  the  City 
would  reduce  the  amount  of  money  com¬ 
ing  into  the  city’s  affordable  housing  fund. 

McGoldrick’s  proposal  would  make  up 
for  some  of  that  revenue  by  expanding  the 
definition  of  who  pays  into  the  fund. 

“This  measure  is  so  everyone  pays  their 
fair  share,”  McGoldrick  said. 

Grace  Shanahan,  a  member  of  the 
Residential  Builders  Association,  told  the 


If  you  can  lock 
items  in  the 
trunk,  do  so. 
Many  cars 
have  a  trunk 
release  in  the 
passenger 
compartment, 
so  if  the  re¬ 
lease  can  be 
locked,  lock  it. 
If  you  are  driv¬ 
ing  a  van  or  SUV,  store  items  out  of  sight. 
Many  vans  and  SUV’s  have  some  type  of 
locking  storage  container.  Use  it!  Keep 
necessary  important  papers  in  your  glove 
compartment  and  lock  it! 

If  your  car  stereo  has  a  removable  face¬ 
plate,  remove  it. 

Whenever  possible,  park  your  car  in  a 
well-lit  area  with  plenty  of  traffic  nearby. 
Always  lock  your  car,  and  keep  the  win¬ 
dows  rolled  up.  Never  leave  your  vehicle 
unattended  with  the  keys  in  the  ignition, 
even  for  a  second.  And,  do  not  hide  a  spare 
key  on  your  car,  as  thieves  know  where  to 
look  for  them. 

The  next  Community/Police  Forum  will 
be  held  on  Tuesday,  April  17,  at  7  p.m.,  at 
the  Richmond  Police  Station’s  community 
room.  The  guest  speaker  will  be  Thomas 
Lee,  who  will  give  a  presentation  on  the 
city’s  new  311  system. 

Capt.  Sandra  Tong  is  the  commanding 
officer  at  the  Richmond  Police  Station. 

housing  proposal 

supervisors  that  developers  could  spread 
out  the  costs  for  contributing  to  the  city’s 
Inclusionary  Housing  Fund  in  a  large  pro¬ 
ject,  but  lowering  the  threshold  of  the  fund 
to  include  2-  to  4-unit  buildings  would  not 
allow  a  property  owner  that  ability. 

“You’ll  be  chasing  families  out  of  the 
city,”  Shanahan  said. 

At  the  end  of  the  hearing,  Sandoval  and 
Maxwell  amended  the  language  of  the  pro¬ 
posal  and  sent  it  over  to  the  SF  Planning 
Department  and  the  mayor’s  office  for  fur¬ 
ther  research. 


Singers 

Wanted! 


The  San  Francisco 
Sound  Wave  Chorus 
is  recruiting  new  members. 


Visit  a  Rehearsal: 

7-10  pm  •  Thursdays 

Rehearsals  held  at  St.  Anne’s  Auditorium 
850  Judah  Street 
between  14th  Avenue  and  Funston. 

Use  ramp  entrance  on  Funston  Street. 


Special  Guest  Nights 
last  Thursday  ot 
every  month. 

415-665-7960 

www.sfsoundwave.org 


Over  50  years  of  harmony  in  San  Francisco 


got  free  tax  preparation 

assistance  and  received  $4,000 
in  Earned  Income  Tax  Credits. 

I  just  called  2-1-1! 


Get  connected.  Get  answers. 
In  San  Francisco  Dial  2-1-1. 


Family  Counseling,  Utility  Assistance, 
Employment  Services,  and  much  more. . . 


United  Way  ..MRS 

fi 

Get  Connected.  Get  Answers.  United  Way  of  the  Bay  Area 


mmmsamm. m 


muBiSWBtt 


Share  your  thoughts  on  how  to  improve  San  Francisco's  streets 


The  City  of  San  Francisco  is  considering  how  to 
make  all  city  streets  and  sidewalks  safer,  greener, 
and  accessible  to  all. 

Come  share  your  ideas  for  improving  these 
important  public  spaces. 


Better  Streets  Plan  kick-off  event 

Thursday,  April  5,  2007 

5:15  pm;  City  Hall  North  Light  Court 
1  Dr.  Carlton  Goodlett  Place 


So  i@  ft  tt 

better  streets 

SAN  FRANCISCO 

Get  involved!  For  more  information  and 
to  learn  about  events  in  your  neighborhood: 

o  sfbetterstreets.org 

415.558.6405 


For  disability  access  or  accommodation 
requests:  415.558.6405 

3C  *  *4  IS  flE  :  558-6282 

Para  inforrriacion  en  Espanol: 
415.558.6307 


SAN  FRANCISCO 

lAflSo.  PLANNING 
DEPARTMENT 


IViTA  Municipal  Transportation  Agency 


®  & 


Mayor’*  Office  oi 

Disability 


This  project  is  made  possible  in  part  by  the  San  Francisco  County  Transportation  Authority  through  a  grant  ot  Proposition  K  Local  Transportation  Sales  Tax  Funds 


The  Casbah 
of  Clement. 


In  the  neighborhood  west  of  Arguello,  a  riot 
of  sights  and  sounds  make  the  Richmond 
one  of  the  most  colorful  areas  in  the  City. 

From  red-hot  Kung  Pao  to  Green  Apple 
Books,  the  Richmond's  got  a  little  of 
everything.  And  surroundings  that  are  no 
less  spectacular  than  Golden  Gate  Park, 
the  Presidio,  and  the  Pacific  Ocean. 


the  homes  that  help  them  realize  their  aspira¬ 
tions  since  1 956.  And  we’ve  helped  them 
sell  their  homes  too,  when  they've  been  ready 
to  move  on  to  new  dreams. 

If  you'd  like  more  information  about  the 
Richmond,  or  about  any  other  neighbor¬ 
hood  in  the  City  call  us  at  4 1 5-92 1  -6000. 
Or  visit  our  website  at  www.hill-co.com: 


At  Hill  &  Co„  we've  been  helping  people  find  Color  us  helpful. 


Lombard  Street  Office 

1 880  Lombard  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 23 
T:  (415)  921-6000 
F:  (415)  931-0984 


Union  Street  Office 

2 1 07  Union  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 23 
T:  (415)  921-6000 
F:  (415)931-9148 


Property  Management  /  Rental  Office 

T:  (4 1 5)  292- 1 777  F:  (4 1 5)  292- 1 775 


24th  Street  Office 

3899  24th  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
T:  (415)  824-1100 
F:  (415)  321-4250 


HILL  &  CO. 

REAL  ESTATE 
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You  Belong  at  the  V 

Come  Visit  Us  During  Open  House  Week: 
Saturday,  April  14  through  Saturday,  April  21 

Activities  for  the  whole  family  all  week  long 

Featured  Days: 

Saturday,  4/14:  HEALTHY  KID’S  DAY 
Sunday,  4/15:  OUTDOOR  ADVENTURES  DAY 
Thursday,  4/19:  ACTIVE  OLDER  ADULTS  DAY 

Friday,  4/20:  YOUTH  &  TEEN  PROGRAMS 
(with  two  evening  dance  programs) 

Saturday,  4/21:  HEALTH  &  FITNESS  DAY 


Lions  host  student  speakers 

The  Park  Presidio  Lions  Club,  a  non¬ 
profit  group  that  works  to  improve 
the  quality  of  life  in  the  Richmond 
District,  held  a  student  speakers  con¬ 
test  March  7  for  George  Washington 
High  School  students  studying 
English  as  a  Second  Language. 

Pictured  with  Lions  President  Woody 
Howard  are  (clockwise  from  upper 
left)  Bonnie  Li,  Cui  Wen  Zhang,  Mary 
Tam  and  LeYan  Li.  Stanford  Chandler, 
a  former  debate  teacher  at  Washing¬ 
ton,  has  been  working  with  the  stu¬ 
dents  to  sharpen  their  English  skills. 


We’re  also  celebrating  National  Dance  Week 
with  FREE  classes  and  performances 
April  20  through  April  27 
For  more  information,  call  (415)  666-9622 

We  build  strong  kids,  strong  families,  strong  communities. 


Richmond  District  YMCA 

360  18th  Avenue  •  666-9622 

Financial  Assistance,  to  the  extent  possible,  is  made  available  through 
the  generosity  of  our  members  and  donors. 


Y 


Police  Blotter 


PRESIDIO  CAFE 

Presidio  Golf  Course  &  Clubhouse 

Casual  Dining  with  an  Eclectic  Flair! 


LUNCH, BRUNCH  &  GOLF  COURSE  VIEWS 
COCKTAILS,  APPETIZERS  &  PRIVATE  BANQUETS 

■ 

Easter  Sunday  Buffet  Brunch  April  8 

Wednesday  Night  Wine  Enthusiasts 
April  18th  at  6:15 
Perfectly  Pinot! 

$25  pp  Reservations  Required 

■ 

561-4600 

300  Finley  Road  @  Arguello  Gate 
Open  Daily  to  the  Public 


Robbery:  March  16,  1:19 
a.m.,  Balboa  Street  and  Sixth 
Avenue 

The  victim  was  waiting  for  a 
bus  when  two  males  approached. 
One  of  the  suspects  pointed  a 
gun  at  the  victim  and  demanded 
his  property. 

After  giving  the  suspect  his 
property,  the  victim  tried  to 
wrestle  the  gun  away  from  the 
suspect  but  he  was  punched  by 
the  other  suspect. 

When  the  victim  tried  to  run 
away,  he  was  shot  in  the  back. 

The  victim  was  transported  to 
the  hospital  for  medical  care. 

The  suspects  are  still  at  large. 

Auto  Theft,  Marijuana 
Possession:  March  24,  1:51 
a.m.,  Geary  Boulevard  and 
Fifth  Avenue 

Officers  responded  to  a  call 
about  two  males  running  into 
traffic  while  breaking  the  win¬ 
dows  of  parked  cars. 

After  arriving  at  the  scene,  of¬ 
ficers  could  see  a  large  crowd  in 
front  of  a  bar  on  the  comer  with 
several  people  involved  in  an  ar¬ 
gument.  Witnesses  pointed  out 
the  suspects. 

Upon  request  of  identification, 
one  of  the  suspects  told  the  offi¬ 
cers  that  his  wallet  was  in  his  car 
and  directed  the  officers  to  his 
car.  After  running  a  license  plate 
check,  it  was  discovered  that  the 
car  was  reported  stolen. 

When  the  officers  were  doing 
an  inventory  search  of  the  vehi¬ 
cle,  they  discovered  a  large  zip- 


lock  baggie  filled  with  suspected 
marijuana  in  the  trunk. 

The  suspects  were  transported 
to  Richmond  Station  and  booked. 

Aggravated  Assault:  March 
25,  9:26  a.m..  Lake  Street  and 
Funston  Avenue 

After  a  minor  traffic  accident 
at  19th  Avenue  and  Noriega 
Street,  one  of  the  parties  in¬ 
volved  in  the  altercation  refused 
to  stop  to  exchange  information 
with  the  other  driver. 

The  victim  followed  the  sus¬ 
pect’s  vehicle  into  the  Richmond 
District.  After  the  suspect  was 
stopped  at  a  traffic  light,  the  vic¬ 
tim  pulled  in  front  of  the  sus¬ 
pect’s  vehicle  and  approached 
the  driver  to  talk. 

After  refusing  to  talk  to  the 
victim,  the  victim  punctured  a 
tire  on  the  suspect’s  track.  The 
suspect  tried  to  escape,  but 
backed  into  a  vehicle  behind  him 
before  putting  the  truck  back  in 
drive  and  striking  the  victim’s 
vehicle  again.  The  victim  then 
punctured  two  more  tires  on  the 
suspect’s  vehicle. 

When  police  officers  arrived, 
the  suspect’s  truck  was  parked  on 
the  side  of  the  road.  After  a 
search  of  the  vehicle,  officers  dis¬ 
covered  a  shotgun  and  ammuni-" 
tion  on  the  floorboard  behind  the 
truck’s  from  seat. 

The  suspect  was  booked. 

Battery:  March  10,  1:57 
a.m.,  300  Block  of  Seventh 
Avenue 

A  man  and  woman  parked  on 


Celebrating 

15° 

Years  of  Serving. 
San  Francisco 


-fe|i 


St,  Mary's 
Medical  Center 

A  member  ofCHW 


In  honor  of  our  150th  Anniversary,  St.  Mary’s  Medical  Center  is  providing  free  health  seminars 
throughout  2007.  The  first  in  our  series  is  on  April  17th,  2007  at  12  p.m. 

Free  Seminar  on  Orthopedic  Disorders  and  Joint  Replacement  at  St.  Mary’s  Medical  Center 

Please  join  us  for  lunch  to  learn  more  about  orthopedic  disorders  and  joint  replacement.  Don’t  miss 
presentations  by  St.  Mary’s  Medical  Center  physicians  Dimitri  Kondrashov  and  Matthew  Hannibal  on 
health  topics  such  as: 

•  Minimally  invasive  treatments  for  spine  disorders  and  compression  fractures 

•  Arthritis 

•  Common  problems  and  treatment  options  for  hip,  spine,  knee  and  shoulder  diagnoses 

•  Overview  of  age-related  back  disorders 

•  Joint  and  disc  replacement  treatment  and  options 

Location:  St.  Mary’s  Medical  Center,  Morrissey  Hall,  2250  Hayes  Street,  San  Francisco 
To  RSVP  call  1-800-444-2303  to  reserve  your  seat  today! 


Seventh  Avenue  and  went  to  a 
restaurant  for  something  to  eat. 

When  they  returned  to  the  car, 
there  were  three  males  jumping 
up  and  down  on  the  vehicle. 

The  victim  asked  the  three 
suspects  what  they  were  doing. 

“We’re  jumping  on  your  car. 
This  is  our  block,”  one  of  the 
suspects  said. 

One  of  the  suspects  then  hit 
the  victim  and  the  other  two  sus¬ 
pect  joined  in  on  the  assault. 

The  woman  who  was  with  the 
victim  ran  back  to  the  restaurant 
and  called  police. 

When  officers  arrived,  they 
arrested  one  of  the  suspects,  who 
was  still  on  the  scene.  The  other 
two  suspects  had  entered  a  near¬ 
by  apartment  building. 

There  was  extensive  damage 
to  the  victim’s  vehicle,  with  the 
roof  and  hood  being  caved  in  and 
numerous  dents  were  visible  on 
the  side  of  the  vehicle. 

The  suspect  was  transported 
to  Richmond  Station  and  booked. 
A  search  for  the  other  two  sus¬ 
pects  was  to  no  avail. 

Marijuana  Possession  for 
Sale:  March  1,  2:15  a.m.,  Rossi 
Avenue  and  Lone  Mountain 
Terrace 

An  officer  on  patrol  discov¬ 
ered  two  males  sleeping  in  the 
front  seats  of  a  vehicle  that  had 
its  engine  running.  The  vehicle’s 
radio  was  blaring  and  the  officer 
could  smell  the  strong  scent  of 
marijuana  emanating  from  the 
car. 

The  officer,  who  was  unable 
to  wake  the  suspects  from  out¬ 
side  the  vehicle,  had  to  open  the 
vehicle’s  doors  to  turn  off  the  en¬ 
gine  and  physically  shake  the 
suspects  to  get  them  to  respond. 

When  asked  by  the  officer 
what  they  were  doing,  one  of  the 
suspects  said  they  “were  just 
smoking  a  blunt,”  which  is  a 
joint  comprised  of  tobacco  and 
marijuana. 

A  large  amount  of  suspected 
marijuana  and  a  digital  scale 
were  discovered  in  the  18-year- 
old  suspect’s  vehicle. 

The  owner  of  the  vehicle  was 
transported  to  Richmond  Station 
for  booking.  The  suspected  drugs 
were  transported  to  the  police  de¬ 
partment’s  narcotics  drop  box  at 
the  Hall  of  Justice. 

r 

After-hour  Alcohol  Sales: 
March  18,  2:09  a.m.,  3800 
Block  of  Geary  Boulevard 

An  officer  on  patrol  noticed  a 
large  crowd  of  people  still  inside 
a  bar  and  restaurant  after  the  le¬ 
gal  time  limit  for  serving  alcohol. 
When  he  went  inside  the  estab¬ 
lishment,  he  discovered  a  number 
of  people  who  still  had  open  al¬ 
cohol  containers  at  their  tables. 

The  manager  of  the  business 
was  issued  a  citation  for  serving 
alcohol  after  hours. 
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Artist's  paintings  dedicated  to  the 
people  who  love,  work  the  land 


by  Judith  Kahn 

Jay  Mercado  thinks  big.  On 
one  wall  of  his  Richmond 
District  studio,  two  large  paint¬ 
ings  hang. 

One  depicts  a  female  migrant 
worker  and  the  other  a  male  mi¬ 
grant  worker.  The  paintings  are 
bold,  with  earth-tone  colors  cap¬ 
turing  the  expressions  on  their 
faces. 

Vibrant  and  sensual  in  man¬ 
ner,  Mercado’s  paintings  tell  a 
story,  whether  it  is  of  workers 
cutting  plump  clusters  of  grapes 
from  their  vines  or  the  unfolding 
bloom  of  a  vintage  rose.  All  exe¬ 
cuted  with  attention  to  detail, 
such  as  the  48-inch  square  trip¬ 
tych  of  a  grape  harvest.  In  the 
painting,  the  veins  and  knuckles 
on  the  worker’s  hands  are  fea¬ 
tured. 

Mercado  is  particularly  proud 
of  a  commission  he  received 
from  the  National  Bank  in  Santa 
Barbara  in  2005  because  the 
paintings  from  that  project  por¬ 
tray  a  subject  that  is  dear  to  him. 
The  bank  commissioned  murals 
that  would  feature  agricultural  la¬ 
borers,  since  agriculture  is  the 
largest  industry  in  the  region. 

“The  hard  work  of  a  farming 
lifestyle  is  an  essential  element  in 
all  our  lives.  It  contains  timeless 
rituals  filled  with  a  rainbow  of 
emotions,”  Mercado  said.  “My 
grandfathers  were  intimate  with 
this  truth,  and  I’m  just  beginning 
to  recognize  it.” 

Mercado  said  he  has  a  respect 
for  the  workers  who  perform 
hard  labor  planting,  nurturing 
and  harvesting  the  state’s  various 
crops. 

“They  give  me  a  direction  to¬ 
wards  which  I  continue  to  as¬ 
pire,”  he  said. 

Mercado  works  at  his  home 
studio  in  the  Richmond.  He  is  de¬ 
scended  from  a  long  line  of  agri¬ 
cultural  workers. 

The  artist  was  bom  in  Sioux 
City,  Iowa,  near  the  family  farm. 
Both  of  Mercado’s  grandfathers 

Seniors:  Free 
smoke  alarms 

The  SF  Fire  Department,  in 
collaboration  with  the  SF  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Public  Health  and  the 
Alisa  Ann  Ruch  Burn  Found¬ 
ation,  is  offering  free  smoke 
alarms,  installations  and  home 
safety  surveys  for  seniors  living 
in  San  Francisco. 

As  part  of  the  Senior  Home 
Safety  Fire  and  Fall  Prevention 
program,  trained  volunteers  will 
install  new  smoke  alarms  or  re¬ 
place  old  ones  free  of  charge.  For 
more  information  or  to  schedule 
a  free  smoke  alarm  installation, 
call  734-2101. 


Photo:  Philip  Liborio  Gangi 


Jay  Mercado  stands  in 
front  of  a  recently  fin¬ 
ished  painting  of  a  mi¬ 
grant  farm  worker. 

were  farmers. 

Although  he  was  born  in 
Iowa,  Mercado  grew  up  in  San 
Francisco,  where  he  remembers 
United  Farm  Workers  President 
Cesar  Chavez  fighting  for  the 
rights  of  migrant  laborers. 

“Cesar  Chavez  had  integrity 
of  purpose,  and  a  robust  truthful¬ 
ness,  which  continues  to  inspire 
me,”  he  said.  “These  traits  give 
me  a  direction  towards  which  I 
continue  to  aspire.” 

The  painting  process  and  the 
writing  process  are  very  similar, 
according  to  Mercado.  In  both 
processes,  many  steps  are  taken 
until  the  work  comes  to  fruition. 

He  starts  with  his  rough 
sketches,  which  he  refers  to  as 
doodles  or  scribbles.  Each  sketch 
represents  an  image  which  may 
or  may  not  be  developed  further. 

From  these  sketches  he  forms 
compositions,  which  eventually 
evolve  into  finished  drawings.  It 
is  the  strongest  design  that  is 
transferred  to  a  panel  wrapped 
with  linen. 

Mercado  makes  his  own  can¬ 
vases  by  wrapping  linen  on 
boards.  This  allows  him  to  work 
briskly  on  a  large  hard  surface 
without  fear  of  it  ripping. 

The  creation  starts  when  it  is 
blocked-in  with  acrylic  paint, 
which  identifies  the  painting’s 


basic  shapes. 

Next,  he  abandons  the  acrylics 
and  paints  the  final  image  with 
oils. 

He  works  on  several  paintings 
simultaneously. 

Jay  was  strongly  influenced 
by  the  Mexican  Mural  movement 
and  the  Workers  Progress 
Administration  (WPA)  mural 
movements. 

He  said  some  of  the  most  ex¬ 
citing  art  was  created  by  un¬ 
known  craftsmen,  who  were  so 
driven  by  their  work  that  they 
created  timeless,  commanding 
masterpieces. 

He  also  sights  the  Ludovis 
Sarcophagus,,  carved  in  early 
Rome,  and  the  captivating  deco¬ 
rative  pottery  of  the  ancient 
Maya  as  some  of  his  favorite  art¬ 
works. 

Mercado  began  drawing  as  a 
child  while  taking  classes  at  the 
old  M.H.  de  Young  Memorial 
Museum. 

As  an  adult,  he  studied  art  at 
UCLA,  Art  Center  College  of 
Design,  CCAC  and  Academy  of 
Art  College. 

His  career  as  an  artist  began 
as  a  freelance  illustrator.  He  then 
got  a  chance  to  paint  at  the 
renowned  Robert  Walker  Mural 
Studio,  working  on  corporate 
projects  in  Los  Angeles  and  Las 
Vegas. 

He  also  enjoyed  his  experi¬ 
ences  at  the  Madonnari  Italian 
Street  Painting  Festival,  which  is 
held  at  Santa  Barbara’s  Old 
Mission.  He  no  longer  partici¬ 
pates  in  the  festival,  but  is  a 
strong  supporter  of  it  because  it 
saves  street-painting  squares  for 
professional  and  practicing 
artists.  During  the  festival,  the 
streets  are  transformed  into  a  col¬ 
or-splashed  gallery  as  artists  use 
chalk  to  create  street  art. 

Mercado  said  he  would  like  to 
travel  more  so  he  could  experi¬ 
ence  cultural  variety.  He  says  he 
is  drawn  to  Latin  and  South 
America. 

Mercado’s  studio  is  located 
at  4754  California  St.  The  pub¬ 
lic  can  visit  his  studio  by  ap¬ 
pointment.  His  number  is  (415) 
751-4232  and  his  Web  site  is  at 
www. jaymercado.  com. 


"Come  in  for  a  FREE  ESTIMATE  of  what  it 
would  cost  to  file  your  taxes." 

VANCE 

ECONOMIC  SERVICES 

5844  Geary  Blvd. 
415.387.7417 
RUDYARD@VANCEES.COM 
WWW.VANCEES.COM 


Rudyard  Vance 
EA,  MBA 

29  Years  in  Business 


- 

GLO  Summer  Adventures  2007 

1541  12*  Avenue  San  Francisco,  CA  94122 

ms? 

GL-O 

>  For  children  entering  Kindergarten  -  6th  Grade 

www.gioinc.org 

>  June  18 -August  10,  2007 

>  $370  -  $470  for  a  two-week  session 

*  Recreation 

>  Swimming,  Basketball,  Gardening,  Overnight  Trips, 

Pirate’s  Adventures,  Cooking,  and  more! 

•  Arts 

>  Field  Trips  to  Malibu,  Exploratorium,  Pier  39,  Mission 

Cliffs,  and  more! 

•  Enrichment 

• 

REGISTER  NOW!  Call  (415)  753-1113  or  Visit 

•  Swimming 

www.gloinc.org  to  download  an  application! 

Fifth  Generation 
In  The  Richmond  District! 


"Let  me  put  my  19  years 
of  Real  Estate  experience 
to  work  for  you." 

Residential,  Commercial  and  Investment  Properties.  Extensive 
experience  in  probate,  trust  and  1031  exchange  sales. 

Ed  Anderson 

(415)  380-4369 

First  San  Francisco  Realty 


LPH 


SHIPPING  &  BUSINESS  SERVICES 


3701  Sacramento  St.  (&  Spruce  St.) 

Tel:  (4(5)  221-9817 
Fas: (415) 221-9819 
(.mail:  Iphsbs  «  y ahoo.com 

Store  Hours: 

Mon  —  Fri  9  am  -  6  pm 
Sat  10  am -5  pm 


4338  California  St.  (&  6<h  Ave.) 

Tel:  (415)  221-9847 
Fas:  (415)  221-9849 
Fmail:  iphsbs2  «  yahoo.com 

Store  Hours: 

Mon -Fri  It)  am -5  pm 
Sat  -10  am -3  pm 


FOR  ALL  YOUR  SHIPPING  AND  BUSINESS  NEEDS! 


Mail  Box  Rentals 

HI’S,  FedEx,  DHL,  &  ISPS 

Packing  Service 


Black  &  White  Copies 
E-mail  Services 
Notary  Public 
Passport  Photos 


Mail  Forwarding 
Freight 

Shipping  Supplies 
Color  Copies 
File  Print  Services 
Business  Cards 
Fingerprinting 


Parcel  Receiving 
Postage  Stamps 
Office  Supplies 
Laminating  &  Binding 
Fax  Service 
Rubber  Stamps 
And  Much  More! 


WE  ARE  ALSO  A  RECYCLE  CENTER  FOR  YOUR  FOAM  LOOSE-FILL 

The  Dubliner  Bar 

Lincoln  @20th  Avenue 

An  Irish  Sports  Bar  &  Grill 

Enjoy  your  favorife  beverage  and  a  meal! 

Happy  Hour  Every  Day  4-7  p.m. 

$3.50  well  drinks  and  draff  beer  specials 

Sundays  and  Mondays: 
fRK  POOL !!!! 

Wednesdays:  Trivia  Nighf  7:30  p.m. 

Fridays:  Singles  Nighf 
Singles  gef  2-for-l  on  any  drink  7-8  p.m. 


Bring  this  ad  in  anytime  for  a 
Z-FOR-1  DRINK  DEAL! 


1849  Lincoln  Way 
(415)  242-9930 
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St  Thomas  Apostle  Church 


A  Catholic  Community 

Weekend  Masses: 

Saturday:  4pm 

Sunday:  8:30,11am(Traditional  choir) 

5pm(Contemporary  choir 
Family  Mass  each  2nd  Sunday  at  11 
Monday  -  Saturday:  8:30am 

Sacrament  of  Penance: 

Saturdays,  3pm  to  3:30pm 

Public  School  of  Religion: 

Grade  1-8,  Sunday,  9:40am  -  10:50am 
(This  timeframe  allows  students  and  families 
to  worship  before  or  after  class.) 

Triduum  Liturgies 

HOLY  THURSDAY,  April  5,  mass,  7:30pm 
GOOD  FRIDAY,  April  6, 

Noon  -  1pm,  Living  stations 

1  -  2pm,  Reflections 

2  -  3pm,  Lit.  of  word,  communion,  veneration  of  the  cross 
EASTER  VIGIL,  Sat.,  April  7",  7:30pm  (Gathering) 

EASTER  SUNDAY,  April  8,  Masses,  8:30,11am  (No  evening  mass) 


For  information  call  (415)  387-5545 
3835  Balboa  Street  at  40th  avenue 
In  the  outer  Richmond  District  (parking  available) 


Father  Daniel  J.  Maguire,  Pastor 


LIKE  A  GOOD  NEIGHBOR, 
STATE  FARM  IS  THERE.® 

WE  LIVE  WHERE  YOU  LIVE.* 


For  your  Auto.  Home,  life  umJ  Health  insurance  rtewis,  see  one  of 
these  State  harm  Agents: 

Ernie  Louie 


2209  Clement  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA  94121 

415-752-6119 

CA  lie.  #0700879 


LIKE  A  GOOD  NEIGHBOR 


STATE  FARM  IS  THERE 


INSUMANCi 

Providing  Insurance  and  Financial  Services 


Need  Expert  Professional 

Real  Estate  Services? 


Call  John  Lee  today  ^ 

for  a  free  consultation:  (415)  447-0231 


As  your  Trusted  Advisor 

I  will  listen  carefully  to  all  your  real  estate  needs  and  desires, 
and  share  with  you  my  experience,  perspective,  and  expertise. 

As  your  Skilled  Negotiator 

I  will  help  you  explore  all  options.  I  will  respect  your 
confidentiality.  I  will  steadfastly  represent  your  best  interests. 

As  your  Expert  Facilitator 

I  will  assemble,  coordinate,  and  assist  your  team  of  service 
providers.  I  will  lead  your  transaction  to  a  successful  close. 


Smart.  Empathic. 
Experienced.  Dedicated. 


PACIFIC 


UNION 


GMAC  Real  Estalel 


Serving  as  your  local  newspaper  columnist  for  the  past  15  years! 


Environment 

Jack  Macy 

Recyclable  to-go  containers 


Starting  June  1,  the  food  you 
get  from  your  favorite  take-out 
spot  or  neighborhood  restaurant 
may  be  a  little  bit  better  for  you 
and  the  planet.  Or,  actually,  the 
container  will.  From  that  day  for¬ 
ward,  a  law  will  go  into  affect 
that  requires  all  restaurants  and 
vendors  selling  prepared  food  to- 
go  to  serve  it  in  compostable  or 
recyclable  containers  -  namely, 
paper  or  plant-based  com¬ 
postable  plastic  or  aluminum 
foil. 

Sponsored  by  Supervisors 
Aaron  Peskin,  the  new  law  was 
passed  to  reduce  the  negative  en¬ 
vironmental  impacts  of  dispos¬ 
able  food  serviceware,  especially 
polystyrene  foam,  also  known  as 
Styrofoam.  Styrofoam  is  made 
from  crude  oil,  is  non-renewable 
and  non-cofnpostable,  and  cur¬ 
rently  remains  an  unfeasible 
commodity  to  recycle. 

Styrofoam  also  breaks  up  into 
small  pieces  and  can  be  ingested 
by  marine  or  bird  life,  killing 
them  through  starvation.  Even 
the  production  of  Styrofoam  is 
toxic  to  our  environment.  Studies 
have  shown  that  chemicals  in 
polystyrene  foam  are  carcino¬ 
genic  and  can  leach  into  the  food 
being  transported  in  the  contain¬ 


ers. 

And  then  there’s  the  Utter  fac¬ 
tor.  You’ve  probably  noticed  that 
a  lot  of  the  litter  in  San  Francisco 
is  made  up  of  non-compostable, 
non-recyclable  fast-food  service 
ware,  including  Styrofoam,  plas¬ 
tic  cups  and  clamshell  containers. 

Many  restaurants  have  already 
switched  to  compostable  to-go 
containers.  That  white  or  brown 
paper  box  you  get  can  go  in  your 
green  compostables  cart  when 
you’re  done  with  it,  along  with 
other  food  scraps,  bones  and 
soiled  napkins. 

Compostable  food  service 
ware  includes  coated  (but  not 
foam  coated)  and  uncoated  paper 
containers,  cardboard  or  other 
natural  fiber  products,  like  sugar¬ 
cane,  and  “bio-based”  plastic¬ 
like  materials,  such  as  potato  or 
corn-based  resin.  All  of  these 
items  should  go  into  your  green 
cart.  You’ll  want  to  put  any  alu¬ 
minum  foil  or  #2,  #4  or  #5  plas¬ 
tic  tubs  and  lids  in  your  blue  re¬ 
cycling  cart. 

By  composting  and  recycling 
more  -  and  thus  throwing  away 
less  -  you  may  be  able  to  save 
money  on  your  trash  bill  by  get¬ 
ting  a  smaller  black  garbage  cart. 
Call  your  waste  hauler  to  learn 


more:  Sunset  Scavenger  -  (415) 
330-1300;  Golden  Gate  .Recycl¬ 
ing  and  Disposal  -  (415)  626- 
4000. 

The  new  food  service  law  will 
greatly  help  the  City  reach  its 
goal  of  zero  waste  by  2020.  San 
Francisco  is  currently  diverting 
67  percent  of  its  waste  out  of 
landfills.  However,  nearly  40  per¬ 
cent  of  what’s  currently  being 
thrown  away  is  actually  com¬ 
postable:  food,  food-soiled  paper 
products  and  yard  trimmings. 

The  City  and  waste  haulers 
are  partnering  to  make 
compostables  collection  simpler. 
You  can  call  your  waste  hauler 
and  request  that  a  free  green 
kitchen  pail  be  delivered  to  your 
home.  For  apartment  buildings  to 
be  included  in  the  green  cart 
compostables  collection  pro¬ 
gram,  a  tenant  or  on-site  manager 
needs  to  help  coordinate  partici¬ 
pation. 

To  make  collecting  food 
scraps  even  easier,  you  can  pur¬ 
chase  Biobags,  a  certified  com¬ 
postable  plastic  bag  made  from 
com.  For  information  about  com¬ 
posting  and  recycling  services, 
and  a  list  of  local  stores  that  sell 
compostable  bags,  visit  the  Web 
site  at  SFEnvironment.org. 

Jack  Macy  is  the  commercial 
recycling  coordinator  for  SF 
Environment,  San  Francisco’s 
environment  department.  Leam 
more  about  how  SF 
Environment  is  protecting  and 
preserving  San  Francisco’s  envi¬ 
ronmental  well-being  at 
SFEnvironment.org,  visit  the 
' EcoCenter  at  11  Grove  St.,  or 
call  (415)  355-3700. 


Richmond  Branch  Library  closes 


Photo:  Francis  da  Silva 


The  staff  at  the  Richmond/Senator  Milton  Marks  Branch  Library  gathers  for  a  pic¬ 
ture  at  a  March  18  party  before  the  library  closes  for  major  a  rehabilitation. 


Continued  from  page  1 

1914  Carnegie  landmark  will  be 
maintained  as  the  building  is  re¬ 
stored  to  its  original  grandeur. 

The  project  will  cost  about 
$13.7  million  and  is  scheduled 
for  completion  in  early  2009. 

The  Richmond  Branch  was 
one  of  two  San  Francisco  branch¬ 
es  to  receive  Prop.  14  state  fund¬ 
ing,  totaling  $5.9  million,  for 
construction  and  furniture. 

The  project  is  being  designed 
by  the  SF  Bureau  of  Archi¬ 
tecture’s  Library  Design  Studio 
and  is  managed  by  the  SF 
Department  of  Public  Works. 


The  Richmond  renovation  is 
part  of  a  major  capital  improve¬ 
ment  project  -  the  largest  in  San 
Francisco  Public  Library  history 
-  backed  by  voters  who  passed  a 
$105.9  million  bond  measure  in 
November  2000. 

The  Branch  Library  Improve¬ 
ment  Program  includes  plans  to 
renovate  19  branches  and  replace 
four  leased  facilities  with  city- 
owned  branches. 

During  Richmond  branch  ren¬ 
ovation,  library  services  will  be 
provided  by  increasing  hours  at 
the  nearby  Anza  and  Presidio  li¬ 
braries;  holding  children’s  pro¬ 
grams  at  the  Richmond  Police 


Station  (461  Sixth  Ave.);  and  of¬ 
fering  Bookmobile  service  at  the 
corner  of  Sixth  Avenue  and 
Geary  Boulevard. 

Also,  Richmond’s  Russian 
and  Chinese  collections  will  be 
temporarily  relocated  to  the 
International  Languages 
Collection  in  the  lower  level  of 
the  Presidio  Branch,  located  at 
3150  Sacramento  St. 

For  more  information  on  tem¬ 
porary  library  services  during  the 
Richmond  Branch’s  closure,  call 
(415)  355-5600.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  about  the  Bookmobile, 
call  (415)  557-4353. 

-  Sherri  Eng 


HARDWARE 


HARDWARE 
HAND  TOOLS 
ELECTRICAL 
PLUMBING 
GARDEN  SUPPLIES 


KEYS  CUT 

WEBER  BARBEQUES 
SHADES  CUT  TO  SIZE 
BATHROOM  ACCESSORIES 
HOUSEWARES 


Open 

Mon-Sat  9-6, 
Sundays  11-5 


r  hardware 
k  unlimited  > 


FRONT  DOOR  MATS 
KITCHEN  GADGETS 
SMALL  APPLIANCES 
EUREKA  VACUUMS 
STORAGE  &  CLOSET 
SUPPLIES 

URLSPRR 

PRINTS 


(415)  931-9133 

3326  Sacramento  St.  at  Presidio 

tDuttD.hardujareunlimitedSf.com 
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Letters  to  the  Editor- 


Editor: 

I  am  in  absolute  shock  after 
reading  “Debate  Rages  Over 
Coyotes  in  City  Parks,  Presidio” 
(Richmond  Review/Sunset 
Beacon,  March  2007).  The  in¬ 
credible  ignorance  displayed  by 
Barbara  Meskunas,  an  employee 
of  SF  Supervisor  Ed  Jew,  is 
breathtaking.  In  response  to  the 
existence  of  real  live  wild  ani¬ 
mals  living  here  in  our  City, 
Meskunas  blurts,  “Only  an  idiot 
would  do  nothing  when  there  are 
wild  animals  in  the  park  eating 
cats  and  small  dogs.  Children 
will  be  next!” 

The  fact  is  there  is  no  evi¬ 
dence  of  coyotes  killing  dogs  and 
cats  in  San  Francisco,  much  less 
children. 

As  a  Sunset  District  resident 
and  constituent.  I’m  incredulous 
that  my  representative  doesn’t 
appreciate  the  many  important 
positive  aspects  to  a  healthy  key¬ 
stone  wild  animal  species  in  our 
neighborhood.  We’ve  got  skunks 
and  raccoons  living  under  every 
building  and  in  every  tree  in  my 
neighborhood,  eating  valuable 
wild  native  bird  populations  that 
in  turn  serve  an  important  eco¬ 
nomic  eco-tourism  function. 

Coyotes  provide  environmen¬ 
tal  balance.  Perhaps  Meskunas 
doesn’t  realize  that  bird  watching 
is  one  of  the  most  valuable 
tourism  related  industries  in 
California.  Perhaps  she  thinks 
feral  cats  in  Golden  Gate  Park 
are  more  important  than  real  nat¬ 
ural  wildlife.  Where  does  such 
delirium  end? 

The  fact  that  she  (and  Jew) 
explicitly  refuse  to  work  with 
National  Park  Service  on  the 
matter  is  equally  discouraging. 
The  only  practical  response  to 
this  unhinged  outburst,  at  least 
until  the  next  election,  is  for  Jew 
to  fire  Meskunas  immediately. 
Mark  A.  Massara 

Editor: 

Thank  you  for  the  article 
“Debate  Rages  Over  Coyotes  in 
City  Parks,  Presidio.”  It  is  a  good 
start  in  educating  people  about 
these  native  animals  that  have  re¬ 
established  themselves  in  our 
City  during  the  past  five  years  or 
so. 

Perhaps  it  is  an  even  better  ar¬ 
ticle  in  educating  the  public 
about  our  public  officials  and 
then  choice  of  staff.  Had 
Supervisor  Ed  Jew’s  legislative 
assistant  Barbara  Meskunas  done 
even  the  slightest  amount  of  re¬ 
search  on  this  issue,  she  would 
have  found  that  coyotes  inhabit 
almost  every  city  in  North 
America.  There  are  between  sev¬ 
eral  hundred  and  2,000  reported 
in  Chicago.  She  might  also  have 
learned  that  there  is  only  one  hu¬ 
man  fatality  attributed  to  a  coy¬ 
ote  in  the  past  25  years. 

True,  they  do  stalk  small  pets 
and  they  are  known  to  stalk  small 
children  as  well.  Yet,  virtually  all 
problem  coyotes  have  been  ha¬ 
bituated  by  people  who  feed 
them  and  encourage  their  pres¬ 
ence.  When  people  act  responsi¬ 
bly  toward  coyotes  and  other 
wildlife,  conflicts  diminish  con¬ 
siderably. 

Ms.  Meskunas’  comments 
seem  geared  toward  creating  a 
sense  of  hysteria  based  on  igno¬ 
rance.  It  is  not  what  I  expect 
from  my  public  officials  or  those 
who  purport  to  speak  for  them. 
Statements  like,  “If  anyone 
things  that  it  is  rational  to  toler¬ 
ate  a  public  threat  like  this,  I 
would  question  their  sanity.”  She 
refers  to  anyone  who  would  do 
nothing  about  urban  coyotes  as 
an  “idiot”  and  states  in  reference 


to  their  prey,  “Children  will  be 
next!”In  an  e-mail  to  me  about 
my  complaint  to  Jew,  she  stated 
that  her  comments  were  accurate 
but  not  meant  to  be  alarmist. 

Perhaps  Meskunas  thinks 
name-calling  and  hysteria  are  ap¬ 
propriate  for  discourse  in  a 
democracy,  but  I  for  one,  do  not. 
Jew  should  fire  her  for  her  inap¬ 
propriate  comments,  her  insensi¬ 
tivity  to  those  with  mental  ill¬ 
ness,  and  for  her  exceptionally 
poor  representation  of  his  office 
and  our  city  government. 

Daniel  P.  Murphy 

Supervisor’s  aide  responds  to 
previous  letter: 

Mr.  Murphy: 

After  many  calls  from  Sunset 
residents  who  voiced  great  con¬ 
cern  about  being  approached  by 
coyotes,  and  having  their  dogs 
pursued  in  Golden  Gate  Park, 
Supervisor  Ed  Jew  asked  me  to 
begin  making  inquiries. 

Just  before  the  reporter  called 
me,  I’d  received  a  couple  inches 
of  disclosures  we’d  requested 
from  the  Presidio  Trust,  which 
contained  accounts  of  companion 
cats  eaten  by  coyotes,  and  hu¬ 
mans  with  dogs  being  threatened. 

I  was  truly  amazed  at  the  ac¬ 
counts,  and  had  no  idea  that  the 
problem  in  the  Presidio  hadn’t 
been  managed  better. 

I  agree  with  you  that  the  prob¬ 
lem  needs  to  be  managed  -  at 
present,  however,  no  one  will 
even  admit  there  is  a  problem. 

Our  office  is  far  from  making 
any  recommendations,  but  we 
will  make  recommendations.  My 
reference  to  an  “idiot”  was  to  our 
office  if  we  failed  to  act,  not  to 
the  public  if  they  disagreed  with 
us. 

But,  I  also  must  tell  you  that  I 
do  not  personally  believe  wild 
animals  that  can  cause  great 
harm  to  companion  animals,  or 
people,  should  be  allowed  to 
roam  free  in  a  densely-populated 
city.  I  enjoy  looking  at  the 
Golden  Gate  Park  buffalo  herd, 
but  I’m  glad  there’s  a  fence  be¬ 
tween  us. 

We  will  continue  to  collect 
data  and  testimonials  from  con¬ 
cerned  park  users  and  city  de¬ 
partments,  and  will  certainly  ad¬ 
vertise  any  hearings  that  may  be 
called  on  the  subject  to  enable 
the  public  to  voice  their  opinions. 

I  have  two  dogs.  Since  read¬ 
ing  and  hearing  about  the  coyote 
incidents,  I  no  longer  walk  them 
off  leash  anywhere  in  the  park  at 
all,  and  avoid  dawn  and  dusk 
walks  altogether.  I  think  other 
people  who  care  about  their  ani¬ 
mals  have  the  right  to  make  that 
same  choice. 

Barbara  Meskunas 

Editor: 

In  response  to  your  column  on 
Healthy  Saturdays  (March  2007), 
the  proposal  to  open  JFK  Drive 
to  pedestrians,  cyclists  and 
skaters  on  Saturdays  as  it  is  on 
Sundays,  I  also  live  in  the 
Richmond  District.  Sunday  is  the 
day  I  ride  my  bicycle  happily  to 
the  park,  where  I  stop  to  chat 
with  friends  and  occasionally 
take  in  the  institutions. 

Supervisor  Jake  McGoldrick 
is  reintroducing  the  Healthy 
Saturdays  legislation  because  a 
recent  study  commissioned  by 
the  mayor  has  demonstrated  that 
car-free  Sundays  pose  no  signifi¬ 
cant  impact  on  the  surrounding 
neighborhoods  in  terms  of  park¬ 
ing  or  business. 

I  support  my  supervisor  be¬ 
cause  I  think  the  creation  of  car- 
free  spaces  improves  the  local 
quality  of  life.  I  also  think  we 


need  to  create  more  car-free 
spaces  as  part  of  our  own  re¬ 
sponse  to  global  warming  and 
natural  resource  wars. 

Sue  Vaughan 

Editor: 

This  is  a  follow  up  on  my  let¬ 
ter  from  last  month  regarding 
McGoldrick’s  disregard  for  the 
disadvantaged  and  other  San 
Franciscans  as  he  aggressively 
pushes  his  Golden  Gate  Park 
road  closure  plan  to  satisfy  his 
groups. 

I  understand  there  has  been  a 
number  of  meetings  held  be¬ 
tween  the  two  opposing  groups, 
both  those  for  and  against 
Saturday  closings;  and  that  there 
had  been  two  very  attractive  al¬ 
ternatives  sites  proposed  for  the 
pro-closure  people. 

My  contact  at  the  Sierra  Club 
(one  of  the  pro-closure  groups) 
told  me  that  the  representatives 
from  the  side  that  wants  closure 
were  completely  closed  to  any  al¬ 
ternatives  other  than  their  own. 

Now,  they  are  using  strong- 
arm  tactics  to  discredit  all  oppo¬ 
sition  to  the  plan,  in  particular 
the  M.H.  de  Young  Memorial 
Museum,  Conservatory  of 
Flowers  and  the  Academy  of 
Sciences,  which  have  served  all 
San  Franciscans  and  visitors  for 
eons.  They  have  also  included 
the  mayor  in  their  venom  be¬ 
cause  he  vetoed  the  Saturday 
road  closure  plan  last  year.  His 
veto  reflected  the  wishes  of  the 
larger  community  in  San 
Francisco. 

So  let’s  look  at  the  issue  from 
a  legal,  moral  and  cost/benefit 
perspective.  McGoldrick’s  plan 
to  close  the  park  may  be  in  viola¬ 
tion  of  the  Americans  with 
Disabilities  Act  (ADA).  To  satis¬ 
fy  the  requirements  of  the  law,  he 
proposes  to  spend  a  large  sum  of 
taxpayer  dollars  to  accommodate 
the  disabled  with  a  plan  which  is 
totally  impractical  and  unwork¬ 
able. 

Similarly,  from  a  civil  rights 
standpoint,  people  and  families 
from  the  Bayview  and  Mission 
districts,  two  groups  targeted  un¬ 
der  the  Civil  Rights  Act,  also 
need  better  access,  as  public 
transportation  has  never  been 
convenient. 

The  City  has  a  moral  obliga¬ 
tion  to  accommodate  the  poor 
and  disadvantaged  so  they  too 
can  enjoy  the  park  and  its  institu¬ 
tions  for  educational  and  recre¬ 
ational  purposes.  Park  closure 
will  clearly  further  restrict  their 
access  and  the  City  is  morally 
obligated  to  pursue  other  ar¬ 
rangements  to  meet  their  needs 
with  the  use  of  City  funds  (unless 
McGoldrick  and  his  sponsors  are 
going  to  foot  the  bill). 

Surely  the  best  solution  is  to 
leave  well  enough  alone.  Every¬ 
one  has  equal  and  unrestricted 
access  to  the  park  and  the  City 
will  not  have  to  incur  additional 
expenses  to  comply  with  the 
ADA  law. 

Margie  Hom-Brown 
Editor: 

This  April  will  mark  the  40th 
anniversary  of  the  Sunday  road 
closures  in  Golden  Gate  Park. 
This  Memorial  Day  will  mark  20 
years  of  the  Monday  holiday 
road  closures  in  Golden  Gate 
Park.  This  is  a  total  of  60  years 
of  examples  of  how  wonderful 
the  Sunday  road  closures  are. 

Only  now,  as  a  club  to  beat 
down  the  peasants,  has  anyone 
from  ARC  been  involved  in  any¬ 
thing  regarding  handicapped  is¬ 
sues  in  Golden  Gate  Park. 

Continued  on  page  13 


Attn:  Vacant  Apt.  Owners! 


Our  Rental  Dept,  can  assist  you  with 
advising  on  unit  preparation,  marketing, 
tenant  screening  and  new  leases. 

Utilize  our  expertise! 

Call  us  at  752-3600,  ext.  20 


REAL  ESTATE  •  SINCE  1945 

Sales  •  Management  •  Loans 
"Full  Service  At  Your  Service" 

4630  Geary  Blvd.  at  10th  Ave. 

752-3600 


RESOLUTION 


Coalition  for  San  Francisco  Neighborhoods 

“Now,  therefore  be  it  resolved:  CSFN  requests  that 
the  SF  County  Transportation  Authority  include  the 
following  recommendations  in  its  final  report.  The  fi¬ 
nal  report  and  recommendations  should  require  that 
the  Bus  Rapid  Transit  (BRT)  plan  and  implementa¬ 
tion: 

•(Not  reduce  30-degree  parking  spaces  on  Geary; 

•  Not  permit  30-degree  parking  on  adjacent  streets; 

•  Not  remove  any  left-hand  turns  on  Geary; 

•  Include  specific  mitigation  measures  to  ensure  po¬ 
lice,  fire  department  and  other  emergency  services 
vehicle  can  maneuver  on  Geary; 

•  Include  specific  recommendations  for  funding  for 
traffic  calming  on  streets  adjacent  to  Geary; 

•  Include  a  socioeconomic  impact  study  which 
will  present  recommendations  and  measures 
to  mitigate  damages  caused  by  construction 
and  street  closures.” 

greater 

PASSED  BY  A  VOTE  OF  CSFN’S  !J|S^ '  — ary 

GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  ON  FEB.  20,  2007 


..  because  CITIKIDS 
has  everything 
for  your  baby; 
strollers,  car  seats, 
furniture,  clothing 
and  more,  all 
under  one  roof! 
Plus,  CITIKIDS  offers 
selection,  quality 
and  service  at 
competitive 
prices.  So,  come 
to  CITIKIDS  first, 
where  it's  really 
fun  to  shop. 


CITIKIDS  nil 


3rd  2r 

Ave.  A\ 

■ 

id  Argt 
e.  Blv 

jello 

d. 

Clement  St. 

Geary  Blvd. 

Free 

Parkinc 

in  Fron 

1  of  Store! 

1 52  Clement  Street 

at  3rd  Avenue 

San  Francisco,  CA  94118 

Call:  415-752-3837 

OPEN:  Mon-Sat  10  to  6 
Sunday  1 1  to  5 


Fashions  •  Baby  Needs  •  Toys  •  Gifts 
Nursery  Furniture  •  Car  Seats  •  Strollers  •  Bedding 
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Scoop  on  subprime  loans 


The  topic  of  subprime  loans 
hit  the  real  estate  stage  front  and 
center  this  year  without  much 
warning.  In  fact,  most  people  are 
not  even  sure  what  subprime 
loans  are  and  how  these  potential 
problem  loans  can  affect  real  es¬ 
tate. 

The  definition  of  subprime 
loans  is  a  little  fuzzy.  But  in  gen¬ 
eral,  these  are  loans  made  to  peo¬ 
ple  purchasing  or  refinancing  real 


property,  and  whose  credit  is  not 
as  pristine  as  lenders  would  like 
to  see.  They  generally  include 
borrowers  whose  credit  score  is 
620  or  lower.  Thus,  there  was  a 
niche  market  for  selected  lenders 
who  want  to  develop  business  in 
this  area. 

Because  these  loans  are  riski¬ 
er,  the  lenders  charge  a  slightly 
higher  interest  rate  and  points  to 
accommodate  these  types  of 


The  Barking  Lot 

dog  grooming  salon 

3239  Balboa  St. 

(415)  831 -BARK  or  831-2275 

Pet  Stylist  Joy  Bonehill 
All  Breed  Grooming 

OPEN:  Tuesday  -  Saturday 

www.barkinglotsf.com 


Body  Core5* 

■  TTiinlr 


Think  outside 
the  gym. 


Outdoor  Fitness  Bootcamps  and  Personal  Training 


Sign-up  Now!  — >  www.BodyCoreSF.com 
email:  info@bodycoresf.com  call:  415.370.1909 


Quit  Smoking  in  One  Session 

Dr.  Jonathon  D.  Gray  •  Hypnosis 
San  Francisco  •  563-2333 


Addictions  •  Stress  Reduction 
Pain  Control  •  Weight  Control 
Phobias  •  Optimum  Performance 


Lincoln  Park  Golf  Course  Junior  Golf  Program 


Summer  Calendar 


Golf  professionals  at  the  Lincoln  Park  Golf  Course  are 
offering  youth  aged  7  to  17  years  old  weekly  and  mid-weekly 
golf  instruction  from  June  8  to  August  13. 

Golfers  will  learn  the  foundations  of  a  good  golf  swing,  the 
facets  of  the  “short  game”  and  a  general  education  of  rules  and 
etiquette.  (The  average  student  to  instructor  ratio  is  6  to  1.) 

Weekly  Programs,  for  youth  aged  7  -  17,  are  conducted  daily 
from  8  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 

(dates:  6/18-6/22;  6/25-6/29;7/9-7/13;  7/16-7/20;  7/23-7/27;  7/30- 
8/3;  8/6-8/10;  8/13-8/17;  8/20-8/24) 

Half  day  classes  are  available  from  8  a.m.  to  noon. 

Cost:  $495  for  all-day  classes  and  $300  for  half-day  classes 

10%  discount  if  registered  and  paid  by  May  20! 

For  more  information,  (415)  221-9911 
To  download  an  application,  go  to  www.playlincoln.com 


Richmond  Homes  Sold  in  March* 


Address 

BR 

BA 

Square  Ft. 

Price 

476  46th  Ave. 

3 

2.00 

1,605 

$838,000 

627  19th  Ave. 

4 

2.00 

.1,852 

887,500 

891  43rd  Ave. 

4 

2.00 

1,800 

895,000 

530  34th  Ave. 

3 

1.00 

1,449 

950,000 

519  21st  Ave. 

3 

1.00 

2,176 

1,089,000 

152  Seventh  Ave. 

3 

1.50 

1,437 

1,250,000 

65  Almaden  Ct. 

3 

1.50 

1,342 

1,300,000 

2830  Golden  Gate 

4 

2.25 

2,260 

1,320,000 

575  11th  Ave. 

4 

2.50 

2,700 

1,405,000 

287  28th  Ave. 

4 

3.50 

1,820 

2,430,000 

*  Partial  listing  of  homes  sold  in  the  Richmond  District.  Source:  M.L.S. 


loans.  Typically  interest  rates  are 
one  to  two  percent  Higher,  and 
loan  fees  are  one-half  to  two 
points  higher  than  normal. 

However,  because  these  loans 
are  riskier  and  more  prone  to 
foreclosure,  the  banks  diversify 
away  their  risk  by  selling  them  in 
the  secondary  market.  That  way, 
they  recover  their  principal,  keep 
the  points  as  their  profit  and  walk 
away  from  the  liability  in  the 
event  of  foreclosure.  Also,  they 
can  originate  more  loans  and 
make  more  money  from  charging 
up-front  fees.  Some  banks  also 
keep  the  servicing  portion  of  the 
loans  and  charge  the  investors  a 
continual  fee  for  following  the 
account. 

The  secondary  market  usually 
packages  the  loans  and  sells  them 
as  mortgage  back  securities. 
There  are  also  insurance  compa¬ 
nies  involved,  which  can  protect 
the  investors  if  a  homeowner 
were  to  default  on  the  loan.  The 
insurers  often  obtain  re-insurance 
to  further  offset  their  risk. 

That  is  how  the  risk  and  liabil¬ 
ities  are  spread  out  throughout 
the  financial  industry.  When  the 
news  broke  earlier  this  year  that 
subprime  lenders  were  in  trouble, 
the  whole  stock  market  dropped 
and  we  suffered  one  of  the 
largest  losses  in  the  stock  market. 

How  will  the  demise  of  the 
subprime  loan  market  affect  real 
estate? 

Because  of  the  high  delin¬ 
quencies  of  the  subprime  loans, 
13.3  percent  versus  2.6  percent 
for  regular  loans,  lenders  are 
tightening  up  on  their  underwrit¬ 
ing  criteria,  making  it  more  diffi¬ 
cult  for  borrowers  to  obtain  these 
loans.  The  effect  will  be  fewer 
buyers  and  less  demand  for  the 
current  inventory  on  the  market. 
Thus,  the  basic  economic  theory 
of  less  demand  and  same  supply 
leads  to  lower  prices  for  real  es¬ 
tate. 

The  latest  statistics  indicate 
that  20  percent  of  the  new  mort¬ 
gages  originated  during  the  last 
two  years  were  subprime.  How¬ 
ever,  they  were  more  prevalent  in 


other  parts  of  California,  but  not 
so  much  in  the  Bay  Area.  So  I  do 
not  expect  us  to  feel  it  much  in 
San  Francisco. 

We  are  starting  to  see  more 
bank-owned  properties  coming 
onto  the  market.  However,  they 
are  nowhere  close  to  what  we 
saw  in  the  early  ’90s.  We  will  not 
be  facing  the  same  amount  of 
foreclosed  properties  as  we  saw 
in  the  past. 

In  the  Bay  Area,  we  will  be 
able  to  work  our  way  past  the 

Trees  looking 

Trees  produce  oxygen,  clean 
the  air,  reduce  storm  and  water 
run-off,  and  increase  property 
values.  For  these  reasons,  the 
Friends  of  the  Urban  Forest  en¬ 
courages  home  and  business 
owners  in  the  Richmond  District 
to  plant  trees  in  frojit  of  their 

Free  Medicare 

The  San  Francisco  Health 
Insurance  Counseling  and 
Advocacy  Program  (HICAP) 
will  resume  Medicare  counseling 
in  the  Sunset  District  beginning 
in  April. 

As  part  of  HICAP’s  mission 
to  provide  unbiased  information 
about  Medicare,  related  health 
care  coverage,  and  long-term 
care  insurance  to  help  older 
adults  and  people  with  disabili¬ 
ties  make  informed  decisions. 


subprime  loan  problem  without 
too  much  trouble.  However,  be¬ 
cause  foreclosure  rates  are  up, 
there  might  be  some  upcoming 
opportunities  for  buyers  and  in¬ 
vestors. 

John  M.  Lee  has  an  MBA 
from  UCLA  and  is  a  top-selling 
broker  with  Pacific  Union.  If 
you  have  arty  questions  regard¬ 
ing  real  estate,  call  him  at  (415) 
447-6231  or  e-mail 
johnlee@isellsf  com. 

for  a  home 

properties,  and  work  with  other 
interested  parties  to  make  it  hap¬ 
pen. 

Several  areas  are  already  cur¬ 
rently  being  organized  for  plant¬ 
ings.  For  more  information,  call 
Suzanne  at  561-6890,  ext.  101  or 
e-mail  suzarme@fuf.net. 

counseling 

HICAP  counselors  will  meet 
with  present  and  prospective 
Medicare  beneficiaries  to  help 
them  understand  their  Medicare 
benefits  and  rights. 

Counseling  sessions  will  be 
held  at  the  Stonestown  Family 
YMCA  Senior  Annex,  3150  20th 
Ave.  For  more  information  or  to 
make  an  appointment,  call  546- 
2087  or  1-800-434-0222. 
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Letters  to  the  editor 


Refuge  in  the  park 


Photo  courtesy  of  Greg  Gaar  collection 


This  photograph  was  taken  right  after  the  April  1906  earthquake  that  destroyed 
most  of  San  Francisco.  This  tent  city  popped  up  in  Golden  Gate  Park  where  the 
Big  Rec  baseball  fields  are  located  today,  near  Lincoln  Way  and  Seventh  Avenue. 


Continued  from  page  11 

Who  fought  for  the  interests 
of  the  handicapped  during 
Sunday  road  closures  in  Golden 
Gate  Park?  It  was  the  recreation¬ 
al  park  advocates.  Who  came  up 
with  and  fought  for  the  concept 
of  a  handicapped/elderly  shuttle 
system  on  JFK  Drive  on  closed 
days?  It  was  the  recreational  park 
advocates.  Who  scouted  out 
placements  for  handicapped 
parking  places  inside  the  closure 
area  in  the  park?  Yes,  most  all  of 
you  are  smarter  than  a  fifth  grad¬ 
er,  it  was  the  park  closure  advo¬ 
cates. 

You  can  study  this  until  you 
have  your  doctorate,  and  the  “no¬ 
fun  crowd”  will  never  accept  the 
truth  that  the  transportation  and 
access  study  has  brought  to  light. 
David  Miles  Jr. 

Editor: 

I  am  writing  as  a  10-plus  year 
Richmond  home  owner,  as  the 
mother  of  two  small  children, 
and  as  a  member  of  the  M.H.  de 
Young  Memorial  Museum,  Parks 
Trust,  and  California  Academy 
of  Sciences,  to  strongly  support 
Supervisor  Jake  McGoldrick’s 
legislation  for  a , six-month  trial 
of  the  closure  of  a  portion  of  JFK 
Drive  in  Golden  Gate  Park  on 
Saturdays. 

A  park  is  supposed  to  be  for 
people,  not  a  parking  lot  for  cars. 
The  City’s  own  data  shows  that 
the  cultural  institutions  get  the 
same  or  more  visitors  when  JFK 
Drive  is  closed  to  cars.  And  the 
data  shows  that  parking  nearby  is 
about  the  same  on  both  days. 

These  results  make  sense  to 
me  since  we  only  visit  the  park 
on  Sundays  because  it  is  so  much 
more  pleasant  and  usable  for  my 
family.  A  six-month  trial  of  clos¬ 
ing  JFK  Drive  on  Saturdays  will 
give  us  all  a  chance  to  see  if  this 
is  a  good  idea  or  not.  And  a  six- 
month  trial  will  not  irreparably 
harm  the  institutions  in  the 
neighborhood. 


One  of  the  things  I  most  dis¬ 
like  about  San  Francisco  is  how 
vituperative  political  debates 
such  as  these  are.  For  once,  can 
we  let  data  and  experience  drive 
our  decision,  instead  of  hysteria? 
Jean  Fraser 

Editor: 

You  began  your  column  with 
an  Einstein  quote:  “Insanity  is 
doing  the  same  thing  over  and 
over  again  and  expecting  a  dif¬ 
ferent  result.” 

The  way  I  see  it,  continuing  to 
insist  on  suburban  fife  in  an  ur¬ 
ban  area,  continuing  to  (mis)de- 
sign  our  neighborhoods  to  priori¬ 
tize  the  automobile  and  not  the 
people,  continuing  to  eradicate 
free  public  physical  recreation  in 
order  to  accommodate  cars  — 
these  are  the  same  insane  prac¬ 
tices  you  tout  yet  again  as 
panaceas  for  the  woes  of  our  un- 
walkable  hazardous  streets,  as  if 
the  dangers  and  degraded  quality 
of  life  will  change,  while  the 
same  fossilized  policies  grind  on. 

You  call  us  elitist,  those  of 
your  neighbors  trying  to  restore 
and  maintain  livable  parks  and 
streets.  I  can’t  think  of  anything 
more  elitist  than  walling  off 
Golden  Gate  Park  from  its  own 
neighbors,  many  of  whom  grew 
up  walking  and  pushing  strollers 
or  riding  bicycles  or  roller  skates 
to  enjoy  the  open  air,  free  from 
automobile  traffic  on  one  tiny 
stretch  one  day  a  week.  If  more 
of  us  would  forego  cars,  the 
roads  would  be  less  congested. 

I  do  agree  with  you  on  this, 
though!  Closing  off  the  park  is 
indeed  elitist  -  closing  it  off  from 
being  used  as  a  park,  instead  of  a 
combination  drive-through  and 
parking  lot. 

Janice  Rothstein 

Editor: 

In  the  past  when  our  liberal, 
or  if  you  prefer  progressive, 
members  of  our  SF  Board  of 
Supervisors  worked  themselves 
into  a  snit  because  some  munici¬ 


pal  department  activity  or  service 
was  losing  money,  I  found  it 
amusing. 

“Imagine  that,”  I  would  say  to 
myself.  “All  these  lefties  getting 
upset  about  the  City  not  making 
a  profit.  Wouldn’t  they  be  better 
off  working  for  Chevron  or 
Halliburton?” 

Now,  I  realize  this  posturing  is 
simply  the  opening  gambit  in  the 
game  of  ducking  responsibility 
and  shifting  it  onto  the  backs  of 
others. 

Take  the  City’s  public  golf 
courses,  for  example.  After  SF 
Supervisor  Aaron  Peskin  had  to 
dip  into  the  treasury  to  make  up 
for  a  shortfall  in  funding  for  the 
golf  program,  he  charged  the  SF 
Recreation  and  Park  Department 
to  come  back  with  a  plan  to  recti¬ 
fy  the  situation  by  March  31, 
2007.  The  general  manager  of 
the  Rec.  and  Park  Department, 


Yomi  Agunbiade,  reacted 
promptly  by  having  the  National 
Golf  Foundation,  “a  not-for-prof¬ 
it”  organization  located  in 
Florida,  prepare  a  study.  The  rec¬ 
ommendation  of  the  study  was  to 
turn  operation  of  San  Francisco’s 
public  golf  courses  over  to  a 
“not-for-profit  corporation.” 


Once  again,  the  buck  was  suc¬ 
cessfully  passed. 

Isn’t  it  about  time  for  “the 
people”  to  demand  that  our  elect¬ 
ed  representatives  and  civil  ser¬ 
vants  begin  to  earn  their  pay  by 
actually  doing  their  jobs? 

Charlie  Phillips 


Peruvian  Cuisine  You  Will  Love 

Now  Open  For  Lunch 

•  Brunch  -  Sat.  and  Sun.  1 1  a  m.  -  3  p  m. 

•  Dinner  -  5  -  10  p.m.  (Closed  Mondays) 

•  Free  Parking  on  18th  Ave.,  btwn.  Geary  and  Clement 

1801  Clement  St. iat  Ave.i 

Take  Out  Available  —  Call  422-0502 


“Cotne  for  the 
ceviche 

sampler ...  Stay 
for  the  warm 
Arroz  con 
Leche  dessert.  ” 


sVrnm^oj^pSF^ 


qbntnpRo11  6p  Cu( 


Mix  Tray 

with,coupon;$25.95 


Happy  Tray  $23 

(48pCalifomia  Roll) 

wjth!coupoiT$1^.95 


/Wray*$2£ 
with  coupon  $21 .95 


GolderpTraySFC* 

(All  Cooked) 

with  coupon  $22.95 


Prices  are  subject  to  change  without  notice. 


Dine  in  orTo-Go  1  o  /ourr 
Not  valid  with  any  other  offer  or  combine. 
One  order  per  coupon  per  visit. 

EXP.  5/31/2007 


Sushi  Combo 


Li faife  14,51 3as-2r 

Sushi  Combo  $6.99 

Not  valid  with  any  other  offer, 
one  order  per  coupon  per  visit. 
EXP.  5/31/2007 


Golden  Tray  $22.95  with  coupon 

Call  in  advance.  To-Go  only 
Valid  7  days.  Not  valid  with  any  other  offer. 
EXP.  5/31/2007 


5723  Geary  Blvd.  (@22ndf 
San  Francisco,  CA  94121 
(415)  386-2777 

Open  Daily  1 1 :30am  -  closing 

www.kitarosushi.com 


(415)  386-2777 


Mix  Tray  $25.95  with  coupon 

Call  in  advance.  To-Go  only 
Valid  7  days.  Not  valid  with  any  other  offer. 
EXP.  5/31/2007 


Liliffe  <4W»-2777 

A  Tray  $21 .95  with  coupon 

Call  in  advance.  To-Go  only 
Valid  7  days.  Not  valid  with  any  other  offer. 
EXP.  5/31/2007 


(415)  386-2777 


Lilatfe 

Happy  Tray  $14.95  with  coupon 

Call  in  advance.  To-Go  only 
Valid  7  days.  Not  valid  with  any  other  offer. 
EXP.  5/31/2007 
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FIRST  UNITED  LUTHERAN  CHURCH 
Geary  Blvd.  at  30th  Ave. 

Mon.,  Tues  &  Thurs:  5:30  &  6:45  p.m.;  Wed:  6:15  p.m.; 
Sat:  8  a.m.  &  9:15  a.m. 

Please  Call  255-4405 
Jazzercise.com 


Farrell  Real  Estate  Investments 


“It’s  not  just  a  home;  it’s  an  investment.” 


John  T.  Farrell  Claudette  Hansson  Farrell 

Broker/Realtor/Notary  Agent/Investor 

•  Over  20  Years  Experience 


•  Aggressive  Marketing  Plan 

•  Unmatched  Total  Rate!  3.75% 


•  Also  Available:  Property  Management 
and  Mobile  Notary 

Call  Today  at  415/298-9561 

for  Your  FREE  Copy  of 

“The  10  Biggest  Mistakes  in  Buying  &  Selling  a  Home” 


farrellreinvestments@yahoo.com 

www.farrellreinvestments.com 


MLSl 


m 


Your  Future  Needs  English 

V  9  levels  of  conversational  English  classes. 

/  Specialists  in  TOEFL  preparation. 

✓  Business  English  for  foreign  students. 

/  Morning,  afternoon  and  evening  classes  (year-round  program). 
/  First  4  hours  FREE! 

/  TOEIC  preparation. 

/  GMAT/GRE  preparation. 


Authorized  under  federal  law  to  enroll  non-immigrant  alien  students. 

-  a,  f  &'£. 

r  ma-n  &3S- 

San  Francisco 
Institute  of  English 

Since  1987 

3301  Balboa  St. 

Call  for  free  brochure  750-1755 

Fax:  750-9939 


April  Calendar  of  Events 


1-8 

Circus  Performance:  Children  of 
all  ages  are  invited  to  a  perfor¬ 
mance  by  Owen  Baker-Flynn,  who 
juggles,  does  magic,  eats  fire,  spits 
jelly  beans  and  more.  Anza  Branch 
Library,  550  37th  Ave.,  Tuesday, 
April  3,  10:30  a.m.,  free.  For  more 
information,  call  557-4277. 

An  Evening  with  Frederica  von 
Stade:  The  public  is  invited  to-lis- 
ten  to  a  vocal  performance  class 
with  comments  by  the  award-win¬ 
ning  classical  musician  von  Stade, 
San  Francisco  Conservatory  of 
Music  Concert  Hall,  50  Oak  St., 
Wednesday,  April  4,  7:30  p.m., 
free.  For  more  information  or  ad¬ 
vance  seating,  call  503-6275. 

Lecture  on  Native  California 
Succulents:  Paul  Heiple  will  speak 
about  growing  native  succulents  at 
the  monthly  meeting  of  the 
California  Plant  Society’s  Yerba 
Buena  Chapter,  County  Fair 
Building,  Golden  Gate  Park,  Ninth 
Avenue  and  Lincoln  Way, 
Thursday,  April  5,  7:30  p.m.,  free. 
For  more  information,  call  752- 
7031. 

Bonsai  Sale:  The  Bonsai  Society 
of  San  Francisco  hosts  a  sale  of 
bonsais,  related  plants  and  pots  at 
the  San  Francisco  County  Fair 
Building,  Golden  Gate  Park,  Ninth 
Avenue  and  Lincoln  Way, 

Saturday,  April  7,  10  a.m.  to  3 
p.m.,  free  admission.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  call  731-7793. 

9-15 

Sing  Along:  Parents  and  their  chil¬ 
dren,  aged  newborn  to  5  years,  are 
welcome  to  a  sing-along  perfor¬ 
mance  with  guitarist  Tim  Cain, 
Ortega  Branch  Library,  3223 
Ortega  St.,  Tuesday,  April  10,  1 1 
a.m.,  free.  For  more  information, 
call  557-4277. 

Medicare  Myths  and  Facts: 

Attend  a  four-part  series  on  various 
Medicare  topics,  such  as  learning 
what  Medicare  covers  and  how.  to 
supplement  Medicare  coverage, 
presented  by  SF  Health  Insurance 
Counseling  and  Advocacy 
Program  (HICAP),  Morrissey  Hall 
at  St.  Mary’s  Medical  Center,  2250 
Hayes  St.,  Wednesdays,  April  1 1 
and  25,  May  2  and  16, 4:30  p.m.  to 
5:30  p.m.,  free.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  546-2089. 

SF  Nature  Education  Film 
Screenings:  View  the  short  films 
"Above  the  Nests”  and  “Heron 
Island,”  as  well  as  a  brief  slide 
show  and  lecture  about  Golden 
Gate  Park’s  2006  great  blue  heron 
colony,  Randall  Museum  Theater, 
199  Museum  Way,  Thursday,  April 
12,  7:30  p.m.  to  9  p.m.,  free.  For 
more  information,  call  387-9160. 

Self  Defense  and  Violence 
Prevention  for  Teens:  Destiny 
Arts  teaches  teens  self  defense, 
martial  arts  skills,  how  to  leave 
dangerous  situations,  empowering 
communication  skills,  and  when 
and  how  to  use  physical  force,  par¬ 
ticipants  under  18  years  of  age 
must  turn  in  a  signed  parental  con¬ 
sent  form  pnor  to  the  workshop, 
forms  available  at  Ortega  Branch 
Library.  3223  Ortega  St.,  workshop 
on  Friday,  April  13, 4  p.m.  to  5:30 
p.m.,  free.  For  more  information. 


The  public  is  invited  to  ex¬ 
plore  the  history  of  the 
Richmond  District  on  Richmond 
History  Day,  taking  place  at  Star 
of  the  Sea  School’s  auditorium, 
160  Ninth  Ave.,  on  Saturday, 
April  14,  from  1 1  a.m.  to  3  p.m. 

The  free  event  will  feature 
live  interviews  with  long-time 
Richmond  District  natives  and 
residents,  historic  photo  exhibits, 
and  a  2  p.m.  presentation  by  lo¬ 


cal!  557-4277. 

Community  Clean  Team:  the 

public  can  help  keep  the  communi¬ 
ty  clean  by  volunteering  to  plant 
trees,  pick  up  litter,  and  paint  out 
graffiti  in  local  parks  and  schools, 
meet  at  any  of  three  locations: 
Ocean  Beach,  at  the  Great 
Highway  and  Fulton  Street;  Park 
Presidio  Boulevard  at  Geary 
Boulevard;  or  George  Washington 
High  School,  at  32nd  Avenue  and 
Anza  Street,  Saturday,  April  14, 
event  runs  from  9  a.m.  to  noon. 

For  more  information  or  to  volun¬ 
teer,  call  552-9201. 

Golden  Gate  Park  Work  Party: 

The  public  is  invited  to  volunteer 
to  help  steward  the  Golden  Gate 
Park’s  oak  woodland  and  restore 
its  landscape  and  native  habitats  by 
weeding,  planting  and  performing 
trail  maintenance,  meet  at  the 
Conservatory  of  Flowers,  Saturday, 
April  14,  10  a.m.  free.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  call  221-1137. 

Rose  Society  Meeting:  Guest 
speaker  Barbara  Gordon  shares  in¬ 
formation  about  her  mini  arrange¬ 
ments  program,  and  invites  the 
public  to  make  their  own  arrange¬ 
ment  at  the  meeting,  San  Francisco 
County  Fair  Building,  Golden  Gate 
Park,  Ninth  Avenue  and  Lincoln 
Way,  Sunday,  April  15,  1  p.m.  to  3 
p.m.,  free.  For  more  information, 
call  647-4486. 

16-22 

Baroque  Concert:  The  SF 

Conservatory  of  Music  presents 
the  Conservatory  Baroque 
Ensemble,  featuring  the  music  of 
Vivaldi,  Biber  and  Geminiani, 

50  Oak  St.,  Tuesday,  April  17,  8 
p.m.,  free.  For  more  information, 
call  503-6275. 

Traffic  Calming  Meeting:  The  SF 
County  Transportation  Authority  is 
hosting  a  “Better  Streets”  meeting 
to  discuss  traffic  calming  and  other 
measures  in  the  Richmond, 
Rochambeau  Playground,  250  25th 
Ave.,  Wednesday,  April  18,  6  p.m. 
For  more  information,  go  to  the 
Web  site  at  www.sfbetterstreets.org. 

Senior  Housing  Action 
Committee  Meeting:  The  public 
is  invited  to  participate  in  monthly 
meetings  of  the  Senior  Housing 
Action  Committee,  held  on  the 
third  Wednesday  of  each  month 
(April  18),  965  Mission  St.,  Suite 
705.  For  more  information,  e-mail 
Barbara  Blong  at  barbara@senio- 
ractionnetwork.org. 

Sneak  Preview  at  SF  State: 
Applicants  and  their  parents  and 
guardians  are  invited  to  an  open 
house  at  San  Francisco  State 
University  to  learn  more  about 
the  campus,  financial  aid  and 
academic  support  services,  meet 
at  the  main  campus,  1600 
Holloway  Ave.,  Saturday,  April 
21,  10:30  a.m.  to  2  p.m.,  free. 

For  more  information  or  to  regis¬ 
ter  (mandatory),  go  to  the  Web 
site  at  www.sfsu.edu/~out- 
reach/sneakpreview. 

Textile  Art  Council  Slide 
Lecture:  Author  and  historian 
Mary  Schoeser  explores  the  history 
and  enduring  allure  of  silk,  M.H. 
de  Young  Memorial  Museum’s 
Koret  Auditorium,  Golden  Gate 
Park,  50  Hagiwara  Tea  Garden  Dr., 


cal  historian  and  author  Lori 
Ungaretti.  Participants  will  enjoy 
food  and  entertainment,  such  as 
door  prizes  and  a  raffle.  The  fes¬ 
tivities,  which  will  be  hosted  by 
Richmond  natives  Paul 
Rosenberg  and  Noah  Griffin,  will 
also  serve  as  a  celebration  of  the 
75th  anniversary  of  the  Anza 
Branch  Library. 

For  more  information,  call 
626-7512,  ext.  106. 


Saturday,  April  21,  10  a.m.,  $5 
general,  $3  full-time  students  with 
ID,  free  to  Textile  Art  Council 
members.  For  more  information, 
call  750-3627. 

Chinese  Pinyin  System:  Learn  the 
Chinese  system  for  transliterating 
Chinese  ideograms  and  written 
characters  into  the  Roman  alpha¬ 
bet,  instruction  in  Mandarin,  Main 
Library,  fifth  floor  training  center, 
100  Larkin  St.,  Saturday,  April  21, 
2  p.m.  to  4  p.m.,  free.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  call  557-4430. 

23-30 

Solar  Power  Presentation:  Home 
owners,  small  business  owners,  in¬ 
vestors  and  concerned  citizens  are 
invited  to  a  presentation  about  how 
solar  power  works,  its  benefits, 
how  much  it  costs,  and  the 
California  Solar  Initiative,  a  $3  bil¬ 
lion  program  designed  to  achieve  1 
million  solar  roofs  in  10  years,  St. 
John’s  Presbyterian  Church,  25 
Lake  St„  Wednesday,  April  25,  7 
p.m.  to  8:30  p.m.,  free.  For  more 
information,  call  751-1626. 

Chinese  Wikipedia:  Learn  how  to 
use  the  free,  open  content,  commu¬ 
nity-built  online  encyclopedia,  in¬ 
struction  in  Mandarin,  Main 
Library,  fifth  floor  training  center, 
100  Larkin  St.,  Friday,  April  27,  2 
p.m.  to  4  p.m.,  free.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  call  557-4277. 

Richmond  Community  Health 
Festival:  Receive  wellness  infor¬ 
mation  and  enjoy  entertainment 
and  free  prizes  at  the  community 
event,  Kaiser  Permanente  French 
Campus,  4141  Geary  Blvd., 
Saturday,  April  28,  10  a.m.  to  2 
p.m.,  free.  For  more  information, 
call  833-2000. 

Fundraiser  and  Art  Auction: 

Friends  of  Sharon  Art  Studio  host 
Joie  de  Vivre.  a  themed  fundraiser 
featuring  hors  d’ oeuvres,  wine,  re¬ 
freshments,  live  music,  raffle  and  a 
silent  auction  of  hand-crafted  art¬ 
work,  Sharon  Art  Studio,  Golden 
Gate  Park,  Sunday,  April  29, 2 
p.m.  to  6  p.m.,  $30  for  general 
public.  For  more  information,  call 
753-7005. 

Spring  Plant  Sale:  The  public  can 
purchase  more  than  20,000  rare 
and  unusual  plants,  San  Francisco 
Botanical  Garden  at  Strybing 
Arboretum,  Golden  Gate  Park, 
Ninth  Avenue  and  Lincoln  Way, 
Saturday,  May  5, 10  a.m.  to  2  p.m., 
free  admission.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  661-1316. 
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The  Richmond  Review  •  IS 


Commentary 

Hiroshi  Fukuda 

No  Manhattanization  of  SF 


The  Richmond  Community  Association 
was  started  in  1988  to  stop  the  wholesale 
demolitions  of  single-family  homes  in  the 
Richmond  District. 

Speculators  would  outbid  prospective 
home  buyers  by  paying  above  market  rate 
for  properties.  The  speculators  saw  the  sin¬ 
gle-family  home  as  three-unit  apartments 
while  others  just  saw  it  as  a  home  for  their 
family.  The  single-family  house  could  be 
demolished  and  replaced  with  a  pair  of 
flats  with  a  bonus  room  in  the  rear  of  the 
garage  with  “roughed-in  plumbing.”  The 
financial  obligations  for  a  project  was  easi¬ 
ly  met  by  renting  out  the  two  flats  and  the 
“bonus”  unit  in  the  basement. 

One  might  be  concerned  about  having 
three  units  in  a  RH-2  zoned  area,  but  no 
problem  -  here  was  no  enforcement  of  city 
codes  and  the  illegal  units  provided  much 
needed  housing! 

Neighbors  could  often  not  protest  the 
issuance  of  a  permit  for  a  developer’s  plan 
because  there  was  no  notification  of  the 
neighborhood  until  after  the  permit  was  is- 

Correction 

In  the  March  2007  issue  of  the 
Richmond  Review,  a  comment  calling  for 
an  economic  impact  study  for  local  mer¬ 
chants  in  regard  to  a  proposed  Geary 
Boulevard  Bus  Rapid  Transit  program  was 
mis-attributed.  The  comment  was  made  by 
former  San  Francisco  supervisor  John 
Bardis,  a  delegate  to  the  SF  Coalition  for 
San  Francisco  Neighborhoods.  > 


sued.  Thus, 
the  permit 
could  only  be 
contested  at 
the  SF  Board 
of  Permit 
Appeals,  com¬ 
posed  of  five 
commission¬ 
ers  who  were 
all  appointed 
by  a  pro-growth  mayor.  Four  votes  out  of 
five  were  necessary  to  overturn  an  issued 
permit.  I  can  only  recall  one  permit  being 
overturned. 

Now,  althqugh  there  is  neighborhood 
notification  before  the  permit  is  issued, 
problems  remain  because  of  the  pro¬ 
growth  SF  Planning  Department  and 
Planning  Commission.  However,  I  must 
admit  that  the  Planning  Commission  is  im¬ 
proved  with  the  Board  of  Supervisors  hav¬ 
ing  three  selections  and  there  being  no  re¬ 
taliatory  dismissal  of  commissioners  at  the 
whim  of  the  mayor. 

Things  have  changed  but  the  battle  con¬ 
tinues.  The  for-profit  developers  have  new 
allies  in  SPUR,  the  non-profit  developers, 
transit-first  advocates,  SF  Bicycle 
Coalition,  among  others. 

The  new  challenges  in  the  Richmond 
District  include  new  zoning  proposals, 
namely  the  Residential  Transit-Oriented 
District  (RTO)  and  Neighborhood 
Commercial  Transit-Oriented  District 
(NCT),  which  will  allow  buildings  without 
required  parking.  These  proposals,  cou¬ 
pled  with  Geary  Boulevard  Bus  Rapid 
Transit  (BRT)  and  the  Saturday  closure  of 
JFK  Drive  in  Golden  Gate  Park,  con¬ 
tributes  to  the  Manhattanization  of  San 
Francisco. 

The  Richmond  Community  Association 
says  “No!” 

Hiroshi  Fukuda  is  the  president  of  the 
Richmond  Community  Association. 


CLASSIFIED  ADVERTISING 


ART  GALLERY 

Art  Waves  Gallery  Shows 
and  Sells  affordable  contem¬ 
porary  fine  Art  &  Craft  by  local 
artists.  3848  Judah  St.  (at  44th 
Ave.),  Open  Thursday  and 
Friday  from  4  p.m.  to  7  p.m. 
and  Saturday  and  Sunday 
from  noon  to  6  p.m.  and  by  ap¬ 
pointment.  (415)  244-8402  or 
www.artwavesgalierysf.com. 
Year  two  anniversary  reception 
and  free  drawing  on  Saturday, 
April  15,  2  p.m.  to  6  p.m. 

BABYSITTING 
Experienced  and  Reliable 
Babysitting  and  light  house¬ 
keeping  available.  Reason¬ 
able.  Call  evenings  and  early 
afternoons  only.  Sunset  - 
(415)  753-1654. 

BUSINESS  OPPORTUNITY 
Home  Internet  Business: 

Make  money  online  working  at 
home.  Register  now  and  I'll 
show  you  how. 

www.DoDoWah.com  or  (415) 
564-5581 . 

CAMERA  FOUND 
Digital  Camera  Found  on 

29th  Ave.  and  Balboa  St.  Call 
(415)  902-8522. 

CONSTRUCTION 
Mackillop  Construction 

(since  1983)  Family  owned 
and  operated;  fast  and  free  es¬ 
timates  -  no  job  too  small;  ad¬ 
ditions,  decks,  interior/exterior 
remodels.  Excellent  refer¬ 
ences.  CA  Lie.  #436955.  For 
more  information,  contact 
Gabriel  Mackillop  at  (415)  519- 
1412. 

FENCE  CONSTRUCTION 
Specializing  in  Redwood 
Fences  -  Morrow 
Construction.  License 
#343633.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  (650)  994-6892. 

FOR  RENT 

Storage  for  Bikes  and  More 

available.  Call  early  afternoons 
and  evenings  only.  Sunset  - 
(415)  753-1654. 

HA  ULING/CLEANING 

A  Hauling  Company:  Clean¬ 


up  basements,  attic,  garage, 
cellar;  junk,  trash,  garbage  and 
appliances  removal.  Carpet  re¬ 
moval  service  (nails,  staples, 
wood  strips,  padding).  Call  Lou 
at  (415)  225-4637  for  more  in¬ 
formation. 

Mike’s  Hauling  Service:  Free 
estimate,  no  job  too  small. 
Clean  up  with  competent  work; 
basements,  garages  and 
yards.  Call  Mike  at  (415)  731- 
2145  for  more  information. 

Bruno’s  Hauling  and 
Cleaning,  basements,  back¬ 
yards,  lots;  hauls/moves  appli¬ 
ances,  demolition  cleanup  (no 
liquids).  31  years  hauling.  No 
job  too  small.  The  quality  re¬ 
mains  long  after  the  price  has 
been  forgotten.  Free  esti¬ 
mates.  Call  Bruno  at  (415) 
665-8655.  Bruno’s  Hauling  - 
www.brunoshauling.citysearch.c 
om. 

HELP  WANTED 
Au  Pair  Coordinator  P/T:  Are 

you  a  people  person? 
Interested  in  cultural  ex¬ 
change?  Looking  for  flexibility 
in  a  part-time  position  you  can 
manage  from  a  home  office? 
Leading  program  has  several 
openings  in  San  Francisco. 
More  info.  at 

www.culturalcare.com  or  call 
(408)  564-0995. 

MUSIC  LESSONS 
Voice  and  Piano  Lessons: 

With  professional  classical 
soloist  Norma  J.  Levister,  B.A., 
Music  M.;  Also  French,  English 
and  Speech  tutoring,  all  ages. 
References  available,  30  years 
experience.  Call  (415)  668- 
5522  for  more  information. 

PERSONAL  DRIVER 
Appointments,  Meetings,  er¬ 
rands,  visits,  airport,  etc. 
Professional  gentleman.  Over 
40  years  skilled  driving  experi¬ 
ence  in  SF.  Trustworthy,  reli¬ 
able,  always  punctual.  Very 
flexible  hours,  Class  C  license- 
insured.  Very  reasonable 
rates:  $20/hour  (1  hour  min.) 
Destinations  outside  of  SF 
plus  gas.  Please  call  Dennis  at 


(415)424-6100. 

REAL  ESTATE 
Free:  Seller’s  Guide  to 
Selling  a  Home  booklet  in¬ 
cludes  things  to  know,  includ¬ 
ing  the  process  of  submitting 
or  receiving  offers,  accepting 
an  offer  or  closing  the  transac¬ 
tion.  Call  (415)  753-8580  and 
leave  your  name  for  delivery. 

Find  Your  Perfect  SF  Home: 

See  every  home  for  sale  in  the 
City  online,  just  like  a  Realtor. 
Complete  MLS  listings  now 
available  to  buyers  for  the  first 
time.  Zephyr  MLS  Direct.  Call 
(415)  731-5000  for  details. 

ROLFING 

Try  Rolfing  -  Improve  pos¬ 
ture,  relieve  pain.  Philip 
Brown,  Certified  Rolfer,  5954 
California  St.  (at  22nd  Ave.) 
Introductory  Session  $50.  Call 
(415)  750-1885  or  e-mail: 
Rolferphilip  @  aol.com. 

RUMMAGE  SALE 
Huge  Rummage  Sale  -  Little 
Sisters  of  the  Poor:  200  Lake 
St.,  2  days  -  Friday,  April  20, 
and  Saturday,  April  21,  9  a.m. 
-  3  p.m.  Furniture,  clothes, 
books,  collectibles,  art,  jewelry, 
kichenware,  linens,  toys,  food, 
etc. 

SCHOOLS 

Sensitive  Home  School  for 

exceptional  teens;  open  enroll¬ 
ment,  class  size  6; 
Richmond/Seacliff  area;  tradi¬ 
tional  academics,  testing, 
speech,  P.E.,  art;  special  edu¬ 
cation  services  individualized; 
monthly  fees  $1 ,200  to  $2,000 
(scholarships  available);  CA 
credentialed  staff  -  team  to¬ 
gether  25+  years.  Call  (415) 
387-1070  and  ask  for  Mrs. 
Howard. 

SPACE  FOR  RENT 
Rental  Space  Available  for 

yoga  and  other  types  of  class¬ 
es,  workshops,  seminars,  etc. 
Remodeled  classrooms.  Clean 
and  reasonable  rates.  3595 
Taraval  St.  at  46th  Ave.  Call 
(415)  664-7373  for  more  infor¬ 
mation. 


Send  us  your  classified  ad 

Private  party  classified  ads,  up  to  25  words,  cost  $5  per  monthly  listing.  Business  ads, 
up  to  25  words,  cost  $20  per  month.  All  ads  must  be  pre-paid  and  mailed  by  the  20th  of 
the  month.  Mail  to:  The  Richmond  Review,  P.O.  Box  590596,  S.F.,  CA  94159 


Peabody  wins  spelling  bee 


“X-y-l-o-p-h-o-n-e”  was  the  word  that 
won  it  for  George  Peabody  Elementary’s 
Student  Council  •  president,  Sarah 
Skootsky.  Peabody  retained  its  crown  as 
Spelling  Bee  Champion  of  the  Inner- 
Richmond  District  public  schools.  For  the 
second  year  in  a  row,  Peabody  students 
placed  first  and  second. 

Initially,  30  third,  fourth  and  fifth 
graders  from  George  Peabody,  Frank 
McCoppin  and  Sutro  elementary  schools 
battled  it  out  on  Jan.  9.  Seven  students  re¬ 


mained  after  the  first  day  when  the  coordi¬ 
nators  ran  out  of  words  for  the  students  to 
spell.  When  the  highly-competitive  bee  re¬ 
convened  on  Jan.  19  with  a  new  sqt  of 
words,  Skootsky  out-spelled  her  way  to 
victory  by  tackling  words  like  juggernaut, 
howitzer  and  chalupa.  A  Peabody  fourth 
grader,  Sophia  Jochnowitz,  finished  sec¬ 
ond  and  Sutro  third  grader  Timothy  Lew 
copped  third  place. 

The  top  three  spellers  won  gift  certifi¬ 
cates  for  the  Green  Apple  Bookstore. 


Meetings  to  discuss  violence 


The  Mayor’s  Office  of  Criminal  Justice 
and  the  University  of  California,  San 
Francisco  have  joined  forces  to  develop  a 
plan  to  address  violence  in  the  City. 

The  public  is  encouraged  to  participate 
and  give  feedback  for  the  plan,  which  will 
tackle  youth  and  senior  violence  as  well  as 
safety  in  the  home  and  schools. 


The  first  meeting  will  be  held  at  the 
Self  Help  for  the  Elderly  site  at  408  22nd 
Ave.  on  Monday,  April  2,  from  5:30  p.m. 
to  7  p.m.  The  second  meeting  will  be  held 
at  the  Richmond  Police  Station,  461  Sixth 
Ave.,  on  Thursday,  April  5,  from  6  p.m.  to 
8  p.m.  For  more  information,  call  Tinisch 
at  554-6550. 


o 
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Laundry  &  Dry  Cleaning  Pick-Up  &  Delivery  Service 

•  Next-Day  Laundry  Service  Every  Weekday 

•  Only  790  per  Pound  of  Laundry 

•  Most  Drycleaning  Items  only  $2.75 

Visit  www.sfwash.com  or  Call  (415)  816-5254 


West  of  Twin  Peaks,  Noe  Valley,  Upper  Market,  SOMA,  Potrero 
and  now.  Pacific  Heights.  We're  all  about  San  Francisco. 


Now,  Zephyr  has  6  offices  to  serve  you. 

As  the  largest  independent  real  estate  firm  serving  San  Francisco,  and  with  nearly 
$1 .5  billion  in  annual  sales,  Zephyr  understands  the  market  like  no  one  else.  As 
we've  grown,  we  have  not  changed  our  core  values  and  entrepreneurial  spirit. 
We've  just  expanded  our  expertise,  marketing,  technology  services  and  passion 
to  another  of  San  Francisco's  hottest  neighborhoods.  Stop  into  any  of  our  offices. 
We'll  go  to  great  heights  to  serve  you  anywhere  in  the  City. 


Zephyr  Real  Estate. 

We're  all  about  San  Francisco. 

www.zephyrsf.com 


ZEPHYR 

REAL  ESTATE 


West  of  Twin  Peaks  •  415.731.5000 
Noe  Valley  •  415.695.7707 
Upper  Market  •  415.552.9500 
SOMA/South  Beach  •  415.905.0250 
Potrero  Hill  •  415.824.7200 
Pacific  Heights  •  Coming  Soon! 
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Top  Individual  Producer 

in  San  Francisco’s  Largest  Office 


jtrliti  Kirkpatrick  is  irnr  < if  ilir  Itijj 
professionals  representing  San  Francisco 
hwnws anti  invest truml  pnijvwi ies. 

Julm  is  a  rnarkelitig  rxjJKri  w«lh  ii  slmtig 
profession  a!  and  academic  background. 
Indication  to ditad  and  handwork  have 
enabled  John  to  earn  an  exceptional 
reputation.  John  wins  clients  through 
proven  respites  achievements  consistently 
exoewl  climt  expectations. 

Recent  Sales 


Address 

List  Price 

Sales  Price 

Date 

Bd/Ba/Pk 

Sq.Ft. 

627  19th  Ave. 

$905,000 

$887,500 

3/6/07 

4/2/2 

1,852 

519  21st  Ave. 

$949,000 

$1,089,000 

3/10/07 

3/1/1 

2,176 

476  46th  Ave. 

$798,000 

$838,000 

3/7/07 

3/2/2 

1,605 

530  34th  Ave. 

$849,000 

$950,000 

3/13/07 

3/1/2 

N/A 

786-88  17th  Ave. 

$1,190,000 

$1,190,000 

3/16/07 

2-units 

2,950 

731-33  21st  Ave. 

$1,250,000 

$1,260,000 

3/14/07 

2-units 

3,418 

474-76  21st  Ave. 

$1,375,000 

$1,340,000 

3/20/07 

2-units 

N/A 

377  26th  Ave. 

$1,399,000 

$1,400,000 

3/5/07 

4-units 

3,900 

515-17  21  st  Ave. 

$1,499,000 

$1,600,000 

3/7/07 

2-units 

3,320 

3548  Fulton  St. 

$1,199,000 

$1,536,000 

3/20/07 

4-units 

4,225 

793-95  Arguello  ‘ 

$1,998,000 

$1,978,888 

3/2/07 

4-units 

3,208 

440-42  43rd  Ave. 

$865,000 

$865,000 

3/16/07 

2-units 

1,716 

Source:  SFMLS 
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BLOOMING 

GREAT  RATES 


5.55 


% 

APY 


7-Month  Savings  Certificate  with  a  one-time 
bump-up  option! 

Just  deposit  $1,000  to  $50,000  between  April  1st  and  April  30th 
Serving  all  of  San  Francisco  —  even  on  Saturdays! 

OPEN  YOUR  CERTIFICATE  TODAY! 


•  Call  us  at  (415)  775-5377,  option  4 

•  Visit  www.SanFrandscoFCU.com 


•  Stop  by  one  of  our  three  offices  — 
770  Golden  Gate  Ave.  at  Gough  St. 
2645  Ocean  Ave.  at  19th  Ave. 

4375  Geary  Blvd.  at  8th  Ave. 


0 


w 


S 


\\ 


•APY  (Annual  Percentage  Yield)  fixed  for  stated  terms  of  7  months.  APY  offered  on  7-Month 
Certificate  opened  from  04/01/07  to  04/30/07.  Not  valid  for  IRA  certificates,  other  restric¬ 
tions  apply.  Early  withdrawal  penalty  applies.  If  the  APY  on  our  6  month  certificate  for  the 
same  balance  as  your  certificate  increases  above  5  55%,  you  can  request  to  bump  up  to  the 
APY  offered  on  our  6-month  certificate  for  Ihe  remainder  of  the  7-month  term.  APYs  for  6- 
Month  Certificates  can  be  monitored  at  www.SanFranciscoFCU.com,  by  calling  or  visiting  any 
branch.  Member  must  request  rate  change  (bump-up)  bv  calling  or  visiting  any  branch.  One 
certificate  per  member  under  this  special  offer.  Must  join  San  Francisco  Federal  Credit  Union 
to  be  eligible  for  this  offer.  Individuals  who  live,  work,  worship,  or  go  to  school  in  San 
Francisco,  or  immediate  relatives  of  current  San  FraiKXKO  FCU  members  may  join.  A  $5  mem- 
bership  fee  and  $5  deposit  into  a  Regular  Share  Savings  Account  required  for  membership. 


San  Francisco 

FEDERAL  CREDIT  UNION 


O7O4-OOI7F  7CD/NPXX 


Saving  of  25-65% 

From  Standard  Local  Fees  With 
Our  Insurance  Policy  Starting  At 

s7200  Per  Year 

Plus  one  time  process  fees  of  $16 


ceanview  Dental 


Zoom  Bleaching 

In  about  an  hour,  your  smile  can 
be  transformed  from  a 
yellowing  embarassment  to 
an  unbelievable  white! 

SPECIAL  $699 


We  Now  Offer 
Snap  On  Smile 

No  shots,  no  drilling,  no  cement!  It’s 
removable  and  you  can  even  eat 
while  wearing  your  Snap  On  Smile. 


Excellence  in  Dentistry  and 
professional  care  for  over  17  years 

In  Office  Specialist  - 

Harvard  graduate  with  experience  in  all  areas  of  periodontal  and  implant  treatments 

Now  Available: 

Botox  treatments  to  relieve  headaches,  jaw  pain 
(tmj)  and  clenching. 

New  Zirconium  metal-free  crowns  and  fillings 


54 


95 


Do  you  need  new  or  replacement 
parfials  or  dentures?  You  won't  be¬ 
lieve  our  prices!  Quality 
workmanship  you  can  afford. 


Invisalign 


♦  Most  Crowns  and  Implants 
in  One  Day 

♦  Natural-Looking  Teeth  with 
IPS  Empress  Porcelain  - 
Permanent  tooth  replacement 
without  caps 

4  One  day  denture  construction 
and  placement 
4  One  hour  denture  repair 
4  Inter-Oral  Camera  System 
4  Quality  Sterilization  Assured 
4  In-House  Lab 
4  Most  Insurance  Accepted 
4  Denti-Cal  Accepted 
4  0%  Financing  (on  approval) 


’‘Invisalign  is  the  invisible  way  to  strengthen 
your  teeth  without  braces  ” 

Clear  •  Transparent  •  Removable 
Braces?  No!  Invisalign?  Yes! 

“Now  you  can  smile  more  during  the  treatment 
as  well  as  after.” 


|  New  Patients  Only 

I  Complete  Dental 

I  Check-Up 

|  Includes: 

|  ♦  Cleaning/Prophylaxis 
I  *  Necessary  X-Rays 

With  coupon  only.  Not  valid  with 
any  other  offer.  Expires  4/30/07 

k  ■■  mb  mb  hi  ^m  mb  ■ ■  mb  mm  m 

•  ~NBW PATIENT  "SPECIAL  ' 

■  $100  OFF.*.  procedure 

|  (fillings  and  crowns  only) 

|  Offers  cannot  be  combined.  Valid  with 
coupon  only.  Expires  4/30/07 

r  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  — 

I  FREE  Professional 

Take-home  Teeth 
Whitening 

*  with  paid-in-lull  by  your  insurance  for 

■  exam,  x-rays  and  cleaning 

J  New  patients  only.  Offers  cannot  be  com¬ 
bined.  Valid  with  coupon  only.  Expires  4/30/07 

“  mm  i*  ^  ^  mm  , 
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Your  Dental  Insurance  Accepted  as  Payment 

...  In  most  cases.  Please  call  for  details. 

V - - -  - '  J 

San  Francisco^  CA* 94121  (41 5)  221-5592 

www.oceanviewdental.com 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appointments  Available 


NEW!!!  -Alternative  Treatment 
for  Periodontal  Disease 

ATRIDOX 

Please  call  office  for  details. 
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